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To the five Virgins, and vertuous Si- 
ſters, M'* Ellen, Douglas, Fane, 
Mary and Urſula T irwhytt, 


Daughters of the late deceaſed, but 
ever to be remembred, Mrs Anne 
Tirwhytt of Camringham,in the | 
County of Lincolne, 


£6D Had great reaſon to decline the Printing of this 


I es plain Sermon, 4s judging it (in reference to my * 


d [elf ) altogether unworthy of a publique view,and 
wu fearing its meanneſs might rather eclipſe,thas il- 
luſtrate the fame of your Mothers happy memory, But being 
met with a3 Army of Arguments,aud Importunities to this 
purpoſe, I reſolved to deliver up my ſelfe to be diſpoſed of 
according to your pleaſure. Inte your hands therefore [ 
commend it, as a publique Teſtimony of my particular ob- 
ligations to you, and the worthie Family of your name tn 
ths place, deſiring it may ever remain 4s 4 Monument 
of your Mothers incomparable Yertnes, to encourage and 
eſtabliſh you in wayes of Truth and Godlintſſe, and like 4 
faithfull Grave. Fone, tell Poſterity, how much good ſhe 
did in lſracl for her preſent Generation, What ſhould 1 
ſay more ? But with our Saviour, Go, and do you like- 
wiſe, Let your Mothers blood ran freſh in your Veins, write 
after her glorious Copie, improve all opportunities for ad- 
vancing Gods glory in works of Piety & Charity, Provide 
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tTwo Virgins das his two Da 


at Luftia and 
Maninea, Pluts 


Oyle for your Lamps, that ye may bewiſe Virgins mated, 


to meet your ſpiritual Bridegroom with anſpeakable joy 
and comfort ; And if Providence ſhall ſo appoint that you 
wit ſpend all your dayes in the Mountaines of Gilead,and 
dje chilaleſſe, yet be ſure 18 propagate your vertues to.po- 
fterity, and let your Faith and Obedience, like Epimanon- 


ughters, perpetuate your memories, and ren- 


der you famors to ſucceeding Generations, For the furthe- 
rance whereof, you may ever be confidens of the heartieſt 


Prayers of © 


Your moſt faithfull and obliged 


Camringham, 
Tul. 24. 1654. 


Friend to ſerve you, 


] 0: Luayjes 


R=v. 14.13. 
And heard a woicefrom Heaven, ſaying unto me, write; 
Bleſſed are.the dead which die in the Lord, from hence- i; 

ud forth , ſo ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt fromiheir 14. 
 labours, and their works do follow them, ; 


fo k-£ 
E].2 


Hiloſophers (who ſaw-no farther than the clouds 
of tumane reaſon) conld ſay, A- Wiſe mans Life 
| Sos 991d be 4 continuall meditation of Death; therefore 
7 = NS; Chriſtians diſcovering in- the Glaſſe of Scripture, 
_ Je the lying Vanities of this world, and the glorious 
Felicity of that which is co come, ſhould often call to remem- 
brance theirlatter end, as AZoſesr wiſhes the People of- 7/rael, Deur. 3 
and ever wait for the appointed time of their folemne Job 244! 1 | 
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change, ; T: j 
Poſeph of Arimathea, bad his ſepulchre in his garden, and 7e- 6 
ſu Criſ ax the Publicane feaſt, falls into a ſerious diſcourſe of )' 8. 
- bis Paſſion, and Aſcenſion, to teach us that in times and places ' ih 
; F. 


of greateſt Pleaſuce, we (hould put our ſelves upon Theams of 
mortalitie. Heatheos indeed had their burying places withour 
7, their Cities, but Chriſtians in and about their Churches, ts ſig-- 
nifig that in our devotions, we ſhould thinke upon our diflolu- 
tions, which was one reaſon why A/phonſus King of Arrager 
uſed to confeſſe, that dead men were his belt friends ; they gave 
him ſound and ſeaſonable counſeli,co remember Mortality here, ' 
and provide for Eternitie hereafter. - 
To this end, S. 7ohn in his Book of the Revelation, is ſornee 
times adviſing us to make Preparation for Death ; —_ 
A 3: 6. 
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v.22.14 watch, and bleſſed are they that do the'C ADeDac ments:, 
they ſhall enter into the City, And ſometimes” encourtging 
us 3gainſt the approaches of Death, by deſcribing the glorious 
reward of the Saints departed, as in this Tex'y Zloſſed are the 
dead, 80s - Fry yt BY, 
- Tt is.therefore well obſerved by Divines, that thethree Books 
of St. John have ſpeciall reference to the three Theological 
vertues, Faith, Hope, and Charity. His Goſpel bath reference 
to Faith ; there he makes a deſcription of Chriſt in his Merits 
& Mercies,and would ergraft us into him by a lively Faith. 2 His 
Epiſtles to Charitie; there he makes a deſcription of Love, and 
would unite our hearts in the bond of Peace and Amitie, And 
then 3. His Book of Revelation hath reference to Hope; there 
he makes a deſcription of Heaven, and wonld encourage us 
2painſt fear of death, by the conſideration of that blefled Sxh- 
bath of eternall Reſt, to be celebrated by all the Saints depar- 
ted in the faith of Chriſt : So ſaith the Text, Bleſſed are the dead 
which die un the Lord, &c. 

Divion In which words there are three things chiefly obſervable : 

Wh 4 Ext 1. A Propoſition, Bleſſed are the dead. 

2. The Expoſition, Not all the dead, but they Which die in the 
Lord. 

3 The Confirmation, partly by way of Teftimonie, So /aith 
the Spirit , and partly by way of Reaſon and Demonſtration, 
They reſt from their Labenrs,and their Works follow them. 

Pur the ewo former together,and they make up this concluſi- 
on : That 
Ar, Thcy that dis ina ſtate of Grace, live in a Rate of Glorie, 
This Obſervation I take to be the ſcope and quinteſſence of the 
Text, and therefore ſhall make it the proper ſubjeR of my pre. 
ſent diſcourſe-It will be nccefary to handle the point by way of 

Explication, 

Conficmation, 

Application. 

Firlt by way of Explication, to ſhew what it is to die in the 
Lord. That implies two thivgs eſpecially. 1, To die in the Lord 
is to die for the conſcſlion of the' Faith, 2, Todie in the _ 
feſſion 


Reward in Heaven. 


feſſion of the faith of the Lord Jeſus Chrit. 

Firſt,to die for the confeffion of the faith 5; ſo Bez reads the 
words. Bleſſed are they who die for the Lor4, who ſacrifice their 
lives for Chrilts ſake, and the G9(pz1!s ſake, who ſuffer Martyr- 
doms either Paſſively in a& only, as the Innocents at Bethleem , 
or Afively ina and will alſo , as Szint Stephen and the relt of 
the faithfall witneſſes of Chriſt, in all ages. 

Theſe indeed are bleſſed in their Works, and bleſſzd in their 
Reward : In theic Work, beciuſe they ſuffer a5 Chrilt, and for 
Chriſt ; as Chriſt, according to that of the Apolile, 7 rejoice in 


wy /nfferings for you ; and fiil up that which is behind of the Coloſ. £. 24; 


sfifRions of Chriſt in my fl ſh, for his bodies ſake, which is 'he 
Church. To fill up that which is b:hind, Why ? Ars the ſufte- 
rings of Chriſt imperfeR ? Is there not abſolute freedom and 
ſatisfaRtion wrought by his Paflion ? 

Yes, by one offering he hath perfeR:d for ever thoſe that 


are ſanRtified, Heb.10.14.but yet there are Teg]egiuale and v5egy- Vid.) Daven, 
ule, fore-ſufferings and after-ſufferings of Jeſu; Chrilt. H $ Ep. in locum. 


fore- ſufferings are thoſe torments he endured in his owne fleth, 
and his after. ſufferings are the manifold afMiRions of his M:m- 
bers upon Exrth. He may be p:rſecuted at Damaſcins afcer his 
Aſcenſion, and crucified at Rowe in his Members, Here is all AR. 9.4. 
the difference, His fore-ſufferings were for the expiation of N12 5+ 
Sin, his afrec-ſufferings for the tciall of Patience,and the credit 
of the Goſpel, 
Bat then, as they ſaffee 25 Chriſt, ſo for. Chriſt, for thy ſake 
we are killed all the day long : inthe Primitive times Chrilti. R99-$.36. 
ans were wont to call Martyrdome by the name of ('vrona 
Martyrij, the Crown of Martyrdome, becauſe this was the 
crown, and complement, and perfeRion of a mans i: ppineſſe 
upon earth, to ſuffer for Chriſt, and to Seale his Profeſſion with - 
his deareft blood. Heathens accounted it their great: it honour 
to die for their Conntrie, Chriſt thought it an honour to die for 
ſinners, the juſt for the unjuſt , how much more (hou'd fhaners 
eſteeme ic honourable to dis for their Saviour, the unjult for the 
juſt, that's the beſt peice of ſervice we can doe him, and ſach a 
high degree of promotion, as the higheſt Angel in H:aven is not 


permitted eo atrive at. L 
: ; Thus; 
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in the = with unſpeaxable comfort, when he ſhall have ſuch, 


The Saints Reſt;, 4nd - 

Thus they are bleſſed in their Work : And 2. they ure blenſed 
in th-ir Reward. Thczy that ſuffer with Chriſt in the Vale of 
T-ares, (ball reigne with Chriſt in the Kiogdome of Glorie : 
They that have the marks of the Lord Jcſus upon their Bodies, 
fall have the crowne of Life upon their Heads. They that- 
goe to Mount Calvarie with Chriſt, and for Chriſt, in this 
world, (hall go to Mount Oliver, Mount $10», with Chrilt, to 
triumph in the world to come, Who are they that are welcom 
ro the ſpiritnall Cargen, but they that are forced thorough 
the red Sea of their own Blood? Who are they that are carried 
in white Robes, with Palmes in their hands, but they that come 


- out of great Tribulation for the name of the Lord Jeſus ? If a 


7ulian will honour the memoric of thoſe that were ſlaine in his 
warres; how much more will Jeſus reward all his faichfull 
witneſſes, that have loſt their lives, that have been prodigall of 
their blood in this quarrell, and for his ſake ? Right drare in the 
ſight of the Lord, ts the death of kis Saints, Pſal.115.16. 

Tn the ſecond place, To die in the Lord is to die in the Pro- 
fefNlion of the Faith of Chriſt, in the ſtate of Grace, and eternall 
Sajvation, And this is corſiderable in three particulars : | 

I, To die inthe Favour of God. 

2. In the Faith of Chril?, 

3. In the Peace of a good Conſcience. 

Firſt, To die bleſſediy, is to die in the favour of God ; fo 
Moſes died ; according to the Word of the Lard. TheC aldees 
Paraphraſe is, Hee died With a kiſs from the month of God, 
God is pleaſed ſometimes to kiſs the righteous in their death, 
to ſmile upon them on their Death-beds, co embrace them in 
the-artmes of h1s Love, to preſent thera with a bunch of Grapes 
before the y come at C anaan, giving them ſome ſpeciall tokens 
of his Favour, as a Pawn and Picdgr of that Glorie which is to 
be revealed in Heaven, And ſurely they die moſt comfortably 
who have the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of the love of God in their 
hearts: A man may leave Egypt with joy, when hehath a Land 
of P:omile before him ; he mzy well part with an earthly Poſ+ 
{:ſfion, when he hath Writings ſealed for 20 Inmortali Inhexje 
tance; he may goe to his 0wne houle of D. aih, to his long home 


Fo 
o 
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Reward in Heaves. 


n meſſage from Heaven as that in the Goſpel, Sonne, be of good Muth.g,. 


theore, thy fins are forgiven thee, thy warfare is accompliſhed, 
and thow ſhalt receive double at the hana of the Lord, Efay 40.2. 

2. To die 5x the Loyd is to dic in the faich of Chriſt, and that is 
firſt co confeſſe the name of Chriſt, becauſe there is no Salvation 
but in his name ; AR 4.12. 2)l ſufficiency in his-name, inſuffici n- 
cy in any other name, No hope for thoſe that are out of the 
Pale of the Church.| . 

2. It is to profeſle the truth of Chrift, becauſe a man cannot 
be ſaved in any Religion: there is but ove Truth, one Faith, one 
Baptiſme, one Mediator. Varro may reckon up 3ovo0 Gods x- 
mong the Gentiles, where there is one onely; and men may forge 
and pharſie 3ecoe Truths, whereas they (hall fiade but one in 
the concluſion. 

3. It is to app'y the meric of Chriſt, becauſe Chriſt in the ge+ 
nerall notion vill never bring a man to heaven. 1 is not ſaffici- 
ent to be x Chriſtian in name, or a Proteſtant in Profeſſion, ex- 
cept a manbe a reall and living member of Chriſt, by a faith of 
application as well as 2pprehenſion. They die in the Lord who 
are united co Chriſt, and ergtafted into his body, by a [ively 
faith in his blood, There are many that leave the doRrine of Sa]- 
vation by Chriſt hovering in the air, they take upin a hiltoricall 
commemoration of his Pailton,in x knowle/ge ſwimming in the 

b-ain,whereas it mult be x kn-»wledge ſioking and ſoking into the 
heart, a knowledge zccorpanied with application, which will 
ff 5d a flaner found and ſubilantiall comfort, The Angells ſer- 
mon was driv-n home by way of application, #nto you ts bornea 


Saviour, It is not the report of a Saviour, but the embrace, and Luke 2. 11,” ! 


2pplication of a Szviour, that renders a man Tiu'y happy. A. 
Lnther (aid very well ; Daulce nomen ſalvatoris &c, Sweet is the 
vame of a Saviewr,oh but the ſweetneſle lies in the Pronoun, (ſays 
he ) that Chrilt is &zy Saviour, and zby Saviour, theres the com- 
forr. 

And indeed, it is ſmall comfort to know there is redemption 
wrought, if I hav-: no right, aad title, and inter [t in that re- 
demption. To know there are holes in Chriſts fide, if my fingers 
be not in the holes. To know there is a rock of ſalvation if I get 


not into the clefes of the rock , and lodge in the ſecret places of 
B the 


Eptieſ, 4 5, 
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The S4ints Reſt, and 
the ſtaires, in che wounds of Chriſt, in the heart of Chrilt :- Ag 
Queen Mary faid, if be was opemed, one-wight ſee'the Towne 
of Callis fie at boy heart, Av Chriſt lies at the heart of a Beleever 
by love,ſo a B:leever lies at the heart of Chriſt by faith ; {6 that 
it is not Chriſt dying at Fernſalems, but Chriſt living in the brart, 
chae muſt ſave us: Not Chriſt hanging on thr Groſſe, but {briſ.ta- 
ken downe; we molt with Joſeph. of Arimathea tike him \downe 
from the Crofle, wrap him in clean linnen, lay him in a new Se- 
pu'chre, a holy, heavenly, pentent, belicving heart, then he is 
ours indeed. | 
Thraſylus an Athenian being diſtracted in his brain, had a 
ſtrong conceit, that all the Ships and cheir lading in the Port of 
Pyrea were his owne : It is not Fancy, but Faith which aſſures a 
Chriſtian all the Merchandiſe of Heaven, all the ben: fics of 
Chriſt, all the mercies promiſed are his owne, and therefore hs 
dare proclaime his urqueſtionable intercit in Chriſt, and lay 
$ * Tim.1.15- claime to Szlvation, as Saint Part; Jeſus Chriſt came to ſave ſin- 
[11 vers, of whom I ams chief : This is to die blefſ-dly in the Lord, 
that is, to the Faith of Chriſt, a faith of particular application. 
Thus the Primitive Chriitians died blefſedly, they died in Faith, 
Heb. 11-13. not in a generall Bzlief of the Goſpell, «bur in a full Aſſurance of 
«774510: \the Love of God in his Son Chriſt, they 'embraced, or kiſſed the 
| Promifes, and laid hold on the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, Eternall life 
by the hand of Faith, 
'" Thus old Simeon died Bleſſedly, becauſe he died Belicvirgly, 
| Luke2, 29, with Heaven in-his Eye, and ' Chriſt in his Armes, Lord /et thy 
| 30s Servant drpart inpeace, That man is moſt ſnare to die in peace, 
whoſe eyes have ſeen the ſalvation of God, who hath the ſpiric 
of Chriſt in his heart, as Simeon had the body of Chriſt in bis 
armes, who hath made his Calling and EicRion fare, and knowes 
for certaine that Chriſt hath (hed his Biood for'his Redemption 
in particular, according to that rare and ravi{hing expreflion, 
| Gal. 2.26. Chrift loved me, and gave himſelf for me, &c, 
3. And laſtly, To die in the Lord, is todie in the pezce of a 
good Conſcience. A conſcientious man dies blefſedly,howſoever, 
or whenſoever, or whereſoever he dies; therefore when. St, Paul on 
| +Tim.4.6,79, Had received the ſummons of Death , be fled £0 the Caftle of tis of 
E- good Conſcience ; there he fate like Noah in his Cabbin, in an | 2 
| Ark 4 


Uu 
. _ 


IIS ——_— een eee EET _ ——— Sr nr et 


' Riward in Heaven, 
Ark pitch'd within and wirhour, I am ready to be-offered, und ' 
*he time of my departure is at hand ; And here is my comfort, 7 Verſe 8, ; 
all go to wy Grave with a Conſcience as clean as my Winding: ſheet: _ 
ſt foliowes, 1 have fought a good Fight, finiſhed my Conſe, kept 4 
'be Faith, Henceforth ts laid up for me a Crone of Rightcouſ- 

eſſe. 

LOR Samnil dictd in the Lord, when his heart bare witneſſe of q 
his integricy, inſomuch, as he makes a glorious Manifeſto, and 7 
Challenge to all the World. My departure is at hand, and who EF] 
can acruſe me of Deceit, or Brib:rie, or Oppreſſion > Whoſe « 

# 


Ox have [talgn? Or Whoſe Aſſe, &c. Thus they chat live the 
Life of the Righteous, ſhall die the Death of the Rigt ceous: 
They fhall be welcome to Gods Hive in Heaven, who come la- | 
den with works of Piety and Charity from che field of che % 
World, Ifthe wiſe Virgirs keep Oyle in their Lamps, and Oy! F 

in their Veſſels, Faith, and a govd Conſcience in the courſe of | 

their lives, they ſhall attend the Bridegrovm Jeſus Chriſt, co fiog 


the Marriage Song in Heaven, the Song of ſoſes, and the Song "Or 
the Lamb. | \ 
To this purpoſe, I may veryhfitly apply that paſſage of Zehu to 0% 
fehonkdab, ' Is thy heart vight 4s mine n? if it be, givemethy 
hand and tome into- wy Chariot, Thus may God ſpeakto youin * 1 
thelanguige of ebw, and ſay, [s thy brart right ? Are yonr hearts h, 
believing hearts, cloſing with, and claſping about J:ſus Chriſt ? . (# 


Aretheyfoft and penirent hearts, ſteeped in reares of compuntti- 
oi? Arethey holy, hamble, honeſt hearts, hating Sinne, and lo- 
ving:Riphreoaſneſſe ? ' Now, if you can muke Jobonadabs unſwer, 
and fay, they are tight (Lord) in fome'm-afure, we believe, Lord 
betlp eur Unbelief; ws are ſorry for Sinne, Lord increaſe our Sor- 
row; Wextult he have 8 good conſcience, at leaft we dcfire to 
have one; ther! give we thy band (ayes God) and come into my. 
Chariot, Ile grace thee With my Favonr in this World, and.croWvne 
thee with wiy Preſence, my Glory, in the World to come. vu 
' So much'by way of Explicstion, I proceed te the proof and = 
confirmation of the Poin!, as it was laid down in the Text, Fil 
oy'Way of Feftimony; 7 hrard a voice from Heaven, ſaying, write; n 
and fo ſaith the Spirit, chat they reft, 8&c, Here (with Jonathan) . * erg 
we may talte of the Hony as it drops by the way, and+ obferve, WY > 
wh B2 Thar 


» Cur.1.31, 


Gen. 6.3+. 


Eſay 53. 1+ 


F 2 Cor,5.20. 


-_ 


The Saints Reſt, and 


That it is the duty of all men to believe in heart, and to preſerve 
in memory whatſocver is delivered from Heaven, 

To believe in heart, becauſe the Voice from Heaven conficmes 
it ; in every Chapter we heare read, there is a Voice from Hes- 
ven; in every Sermon we heare preacht, which is conſonant to 
the DoRtrine of Scripture, there is a Voice from Heaven. Prea- 
ching is not the Word and Work of Man, but the bleſſed Ordi- 
nance of J: ſus Chriſt, that noble Inſtrument which he hath 
chiefly appointed, and ſan&ified for the ſalvation of Sinners. It 
is God the Father chat invites you co Repentance, it is Chrilt 
that tands at your Coore and knocks, and, waoes for Entertain» 
ment; it is che holy Spirir thac ſtrives with you, as ip the daies 
of Neah; take heed you reſiſt not the ſtrivings of the Spirit, left 
the Lord deliver you up to the rage of Satan,and to the rebellion 
of your own heart ;, tzke heed yon ſhue' not your ey*s when 
Chriſt is in your company, that you do not ſtop your cares when 
the Voyce cal's from Heaven, when the Spirit ſaith Write ;; 
make not the Minifters of the Goſpel ſo unhappy, as to riſe up- 
in Judgemeot againſt you ; do nor give them occaſion to com- 
plaine, as the Pcoph-r of old, ho hath believed our Report ? &c. 
We preach Repentance, and amendmcnt of Life ; we preach 
Chrift, and him crucified ; we preach comfort to the Penitent, 
and terror to the Obtinate ; But who believes our repore > We 
have piped to you, and you have not danced ; we have mourned,. 
and ye have not wept; we would allure you with the ſweets of 
the Goſpe), or elſe terrifie you with the threats of the Law ; but 
yet we may complaine, Who hath beleived our Report ? Icis 
our Report, but it is Gods Meſſage ; we are Ambafſadours of 
Chriſt, ws pray you in his Rtead to be reconciled, to ſeale the 
League, and compoſe the great D ferencg ; we are Spokeſmen 
for Chriſt {to ſpeak it with reverence) we beſeech you in His 
nare, and for His ſake, to accept of.the match, to untwilt the 
contraQ with Sinne and Satan, and to enter into a matrimonial! 
O— with Jeſus Chriſt ; and if youbelieve not us, believe 
him that ſent us;we ſpeak not in our owne name, the Voice from 
Heaven faith, Write ; and write this as an unqueſtionable Truth, 
That they are bleſſed which die in the Lord. 

Secondly, Learn from hence, to keep in memory what is deli- 
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. Reward in Heaven. 
vered from Heaven, becauſe the Spirit commands it ; the Spirit 
faith, Write, The finnes of 7»dab are writcen with a pen of Icon, 
and the point of x Diamond. As our Teares are bottled, and our 
Prayers recorded in Heaven, fo our Sinnes are regiltred there, 
and put ins book of Remembrance, till they are blotted out,and 
waſhed away in the blood of Jeſus Chriff,. The Commande- 
ments (hl be written in tables of Stone,that we may write them 
in.the cables of our Hearts. Chriſt ſaith go the Angels of the hg, + 
Churches, write; to Smyrna, write; and to PergamwWritezandeo— ©  -— 
T hyatyra, write lil, According to this Foice from Heaven in the , 
Text, writes ot 
Writing is one of the chiefeſt inſtruments of humane Com- [> 
munion, and the ſafelt way to convcy. the bleſſings of God to 1 
poſterity. Vox audita perit, litera ſcripts manet. The word in the |. 
Eare vaniſhes, but writ in the Book, remains by us to do us good % 
hereafcer, .# 
Te is lawfull and commendable then, both for Preacher and fl 
Hearer, to write what is delivered : For the Preachers, the Spi» 
ti: ſ:ith to. the Angels of the Churches, wrice, that is, the Mini- Faſciculum |, 


— 
"—_— 
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ſters of the Goſpel they are cerreliiall Angels, celeſtiall Men :-Sr. —_— Gt 

Paz! himfſclfe made uſe of Notes, and therefore ſent to Treas for rg are 

his Parchments..2 Tim, 4.13, 4 
Thus the Scripture mentions a Wr.cing, which Elijah the Pro- 


phet ſent to Zeboram, 2 Chroy. 21, 12, 13. But how by Elijah, | 
when he was trarf]iced before, and Elifpa propheſied in his z Kings 3... '* 
ſiead before this time io the daies- of: Feboſaphat ? Some of the YT 
Jewiſh Rabbins have a groundleſſexonceir, that Elijah ſent the | 
Writing from Heaven ; more probable it is, that hz lefe the #5 
Prophcfie behinde bim : bur yet more probable, that by Z1;;ah , po. _ 4 
is here meant Elia, who might be called Z/yah, ,b:cauſe he had F* 
received a. double portion of his ſpirit accordisg to his requeſt, w, 
He ſent the writing to Fehoram, forne think out of teare, be- f 
cauſe he dutſt no? reprove him to his face, Others, to declare the 
ccrta-nty of infl. Ring the judgement denounced... Thus ſaith the io, 
Lord, rite this man ckilalefſe ; that is, he ſhall ſarely be childe- Jerem» 23. $ 
leſſle. Hamman would have the bloody Decree writteb, and Bel- | 
ſhazzar's Doom is written upon the wall, As God will certain- 
ly exrcute the Fudgement written,ſo-he will certainjy accompliſh Pſal:149. ' 1 
B 3 the. Wil © 


ov 25.1, 
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The Saints Reft; #hd 
the Promiſe weiteen : amd" 'rhqrefore, ſich the Spirit, w»)ze, 24 k 
noce "of certainty and: perpetuity,zhat rhvy 42''b1: fed who die is 
the Lord, POE 

And then for the Hearers of the Word, that they may not-be 
forge:full hearers, :the ſpirit faith, Write, We finde « compuny of 
religions Courtiers upon rhisimpioyment,ahd it is there recotted 
for their everlafting honour, that chey (the ſervants of Hezekiah) 
copied out the Proverbs of Solomon : It is no lefle commendab!e 
in Chriſtians, to copie out the giorious Oracles of the ſpiritual! 
Solomon, Chrilt Feſus, as they are faithfully delivered in the Mini. 
ſiry of the Word and Goſpel; the Spirit ſaith, write. - { codice,in 
eordr,in the. Book, however-in the Tajlie'of che heare , ſer ic 
down,ns an unqueſtionable truth,that the Saints departed are in a 
bleſſed condition. 

So much by way of Teſtimony, Secondly this truth is confir. 
med by a double rezſon, They reſt from their Labours, and their 
Wor ks follow them. Their blefſecnefte confifts in two things, x, In 
a ce0ation from all ſiane and miſcry, They re#?, 8c. 2.10 a poſſel- 
fion of all glory and felicity, Their Works follow them. 

Fuſt, They reſt, &c. The Kingdome of Heaves,is often in Scri- 
pture termed a Reſt, a place ot. Reſt, the Reſt of God, the Reſt 
of the goftly ; 2nd therefore was it- typified at firlt by Patadiſe, 
and afterward by Canaan, a land of Reft and redemption from op- 
preſſion, and Perſecution. Th: Worid ifdced: is n troubled Sea, 


. but Heaven is the Haven of Relt;the World 4s #0*Egypr,x place of 


Burdens,and Bondage, but Heavertis 4 {anaa1; that's reſembled 
by the bgſome of Abrabar, wplace 'of ſweet refrefhmert, and 
foul ſatisfying Ref,» (To or hr” do.4 30'S dip er fo gh 
Here indeed the ſervants'of God have reſt ;; Fe, but there 51 
re. Her in expeRation;there in full Fruition,veſt from all Labon?r, 
and that appcarevin theſt four particulars, The Sxiars deparced 
relt from the labou:s of theit - £ _ 
Corruptions. 
tft, 
T emptations. 
= 4 Part cu'ar Vocations, 
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F rit, Fcom the L:b:ur of their Corruptions, their own'ſinnes, 


and 
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' Reward in Heaven. 


Lanes, 4nd the ſinnes of the World. - r: Their owne finnes; they 
area.Load and Labour to them; Davidfele thar weight upan 

the (huglders of his tender conſcience, 2nd therefore complaines 
grievoully, Mere iniquities are gone over my head,and are become a Plal. 38.4. 
hurgqgn tos bravy for meto beare, So heavy! is this burden, as the Plal:35.19. 
Scripture tells us, Help was laid wpor one that Was mighty; God 
ſent-his owne Sonne to beare the burden of our Tranfgreſſions, 

and this cauſed him to (wear ,and:groan,and: bleed, and cry our to 

the +mn:x;;ment of Mcn and Angels, My God, my God, Why haſt 


thou forſaken me ?. 


Sq great is Ixhour of ſiane,that S; Paw! cries out (as: mn undone 
man} for freedoms from it. Oh mretthed man that 1 am, Who (oall Rom.7,24. 
deliver me? &c When (hali IT have freedome from th's wofull 


thrai\dome ? Notion this ſide of the Grave. 

H:zre the Saints are cloathed with infirmities, and infirmities 
in thoſe things wherein: they ave moſt emineoe,, © 

Moſes is the meekelt man in the earch;and-yet there was x ſcar 
in hjs curious comphkx'on ; He once ſpike unadviſedly with his 
lips, Job 4 mirrour of Paticnce, yet put him iato the balance of 


the Sanftuary, and he wants morethan the graines of allowance, | 
he oncecurſed the day of tis Birth. The glory of Davids confi- - 


dence is eclipſed with-a Ciltcuſtfull-feare:of man, 7 ball one day 
periſh by the handof Saul, Thus in this world they are partys* 
coloured, like Facobs Limbs ; there is ſome darkneſſe in their 
cleareft light; ſome Drofle in their pureft Gold, ſome Blemiſh in 
the beauty of allcheir Graces, When-ſhall they be deliver'd then? 


The Apottile tells us. in the world to come, He that « dead i freed Rom. 6.7 i 


from ſon, is eaſed of that burden ; When an old Houſe falls flat to 
the ground,then will the Ver mine be gone:ſo when:the Taberna- 
cl:s of Clay, the old Houſes of our Badies, fall to tne ground by 
Death, then wikt the . Vermire of our corruptions be diſperſed 
. and deſtroyed : Thoſe earthi:n Veſſels that wrre legally pollu- 
red, could not be clenſed, but by breaking allin pieces : ſo the 
- beſt of Gods ſervants, whom the Scriprure'calls earthen Veſlzls, 
they cannot be ſufficiently purged from their faofull poliſurions, 
till chey bz broken all io pieces by, death. : The life ro come is the 
time of their full R. demprion, and compleat.Sanctificatian, then 
ſhail all Canaanitcs be deſtroyed, all the Egyptians (hall lie dead 
behind: 


MET Pal. 119.158. 


The Saints Reſt, and 
-behinde them upon the Sea-ſhore; then they may ſay of alt heir 
finnes, 3s Afoſer did of the Egyptizns, "Theſe Egyptiarit whith you 
have ſeen to day,you ſhall never (ee them again; they are all drowned 
in the Red ſea of (hriſts Blood, Adam was happy in Paradiſe, in x 
poſſe non peccare,a poſſibility not to (in;how blefied are the Saints 
triumphant in the celſeſtiall Paradiſe, in 2 0» poſſe peccare, being 
. free from all poſſibility of finning, -and falling away from thac 
incomparable happinefle, which the diſobedient Angels loft ? 
Azaine they reſt from the labour of corruption, that is from 
the ſinnes of the World, they are a grievous burden to the chil. 
dren of God. So they were to zealous Elyab, the finnes of the 
times mrde him weary of his life ; the Pride, and Whoredome, 
and Idolatry of Feſab:{; the great negleRt of the worſhip, 
and contempt of the Prophets of the Lord, went to 
his heare, and cauſed him to wiſh earneftly for a Reſt from 
that Vexation, It « enough for me, let me ave, for I am not bet- 
ter than my Faihers, $9 they were to righteous Loy, the (innes 
of Sodowe were 2s ſo many Swords at his Heart, as cruell Racks 
to his tender conſcience ; So much the word in the Original 
imports, T he ſoule of juſt Lot was vexed (or racksd ) with the filthy 
converſation of the Sodemiter. So they were to holy David, I be- 
held the tran/grifſſors and vas grieved, and mine eyes gujh out With 
Water becauſe men keep nit thy Law, ere David is drow:.*.) in 
a flood of Tears, becaule the Wor!d was drown'd in x Sea of fins. 
Now here is the blefi:dnefic of the rigiteous departed ; thiir 
converſation is not with IdoJatrous Ze/abeds, and unclean Sodo- 
mites but with glorious Axgels,znd glor:fizd Saints; they live in a 
Land where no venomous creature can I vs; in an Ark, where no 
unclean Beaſt can enter; in Fern/al: mabove,which is free, wh: re 
the preſence of all good, & the abſence of all evill is,and ever will 
b:,where is nothing buc pure Joy, and prfeRt Pexce, and perpe- 
eua!l Singing of P. aifc & glory to him chat fits apon the Throne. 
Seconely, they that die in the Lord, are blefied, for they reſt 
from the labour of Af;tion, I need nor tell yon the ſervants of 
God on earth arc ſubj-& ro Aflitions : Is not the Church in 
generall compared to the Ark, floating upon the waves of diſtra. 
R901, and perſecution? Is it nor the'lietle City bi(t g:d? The 
Buſh on a flame ? The Lillie among thorns ? The little Flock in 


the , - 
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' Reward in Heaves. 


the midſt of Wolves? The Woman weeping in the Wilderneſſe? 
Need I inſtance in particular members of the Church, when the 
Apoſtle aflures us, that all that will live god'y muſt ſuffer Tri- 


bulation,ſuffer Tribulation in one way or other, at one time or *Tin-z-12. * 


other ? No Crofle, no Chrift; nv Crown of Thorns, no Crown 
of Glory;noTribulation here,noGlor. fication hereafter, Hence ir 
is ehat the Pſalmilt concludes from his owne obſervation & expe» 
rience, 71ny are the troubles of the Righteons but theFLord deliver, 
them out of all, D livers them, When ? Ant hic, ant hinc, eicher 
in this life, by taking the Troubles from them ; or, how2ver, in 
the end of this life, by taking them from their troubles by death. 
7oſeph gave his Brethren Proviſion for the way, but th: full Sxcks 
wetse kept in {tore,till they came home unto their Fathers houſe : 
So the Lord will g'vsh s people ſome Pcoviſian, ſom: Refreſh- 
ment in the way, a taſte of his Meicy and Goodnell: here , bir 
the full Sacks of Reſt and Comfort are kept in (tore until they 
come to their heavenly Kirgdome. | 
Oc what if the righreous, like Noah's Dove,can fiad no greund 
to ſet the ſole of their foot on, becauſe the waters of »fl:Rtiors 
prevaile ſo much in the world ? Yet inthe end, Chrilt Jcſu;, the 
ſpirituall Noah, will put forth his hand from the Ark, and tate 
them in, to ſettle them in everlaſting Reſt, Indeed, many tim:s 
ic g9cs very hard with the children of G99 in this world ; 1/rel 
mey make Bricks, when the Zg yptians lie upon their Beds; Chrilt 
may be crucitizd, when Bara9vas is delivered ; John Baptif's 
hcad may dance on the Scaff »14, when the daughter of Firrodias 
is da2cing in the Palace; Lazarm may b2 glad of Crums, when 
the Rich mo fares deliciouſlv. Well. but this world will noc laſt 
alwai2s: there is a day of Reſt and R-tribution for the people 
of Gd : Dzath will come, and ci.at to them is che end of all 
m 'e:y, and the beginning of all felicity, Death is the funeral! of 
xi their ſorcowes, and the life and reiucrceRion of all thet- joyes. 
Then c>m2s che:rTriumph afcer their Warfare and V.Rocy,theic 
Libcrty :irer Buadage, their Kingdome after Baniſhmenr, their 
Inheritaiice after Poverty, their Relt after all their Libours : for 
then the Lord Wipes aWay all teares from thiir eyes, there is n0 
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more crying nor dying, no more /obbing nor ſorrewing, for the Rcy.21,qs 


firſt things are paſt : there is no Laban tv oppreile, no Totiphar to 
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The Saints Reſt, ana 


to impriſon, no Hered to perſecute, there all Mourning Sonnets 
are turned to Marriage Songs, all the Vinegar of temporall 
Croſſes,to wine of eternal Conſolation:ſo much the Heathen man 
knowledged, ente ebitam neme felix, x man may be accounted 
proſperous and fortunate in this world , but he cannot be 
rru'y happy till his end,accordiog to the voice in the Te xt, Bleſſed 
ae the dead &c, 

3- They ch3c die 5n the Lord are bliſſed, becruſe they rc lt from 
the Izbour of cemptation, While we 2bide in the Fi: ſh we are ſub 
j-& to mznifo'd Temprations, from Satan, the World the Fleſh; 
Tempratiors on the right hand in the P:caſures, and Profits, and 
Piefermerts of the World ; Temptations on the !efc hand 1o the 
Croſſes and Calamities o* the Worid. Here 7oſeph hath an en 
ticirg M:{triſs, and Sampſon a cunning Dalla, and David a faite 
Bathſp:ba. But what ſpeak Iof theſe ? Did not Adam finde a 
Serpent in Paradiſe ? And our Saviour a Tempter in the Wildcr= 
nefle? And if this Was done to rhe Green Tree, Whit ſhall be done 
70 the Drie ? Huw (hall Chriſt::ns avoid temptations, or over- 
come temptations, when Satan is ſo politiqus and pewerfull, 
watching al] opportunities, and taking all advantages, and ſuiting 
his temptations according to their ſz verall diſpoſicions? He takes 
mezfure of the frame of cur Spirits, and (ſh1pes his tempraticns 
zccordingly : he had x wedge of Gold ior covetous Achan, a 
convenient Vineyard for greedy Ahab, x beautifull Tamar for 
laſcivious Ammon. Well may we pronounce the Saints departed 
in a biefſcd and glorious condition, when they are reſcued from 
the paw of the roaring Lyon, when Zucifer, is calt downe, never 
to be entertained againe, No (bcloved) there is no Serpent in 
the Spirituall Paradiſe, no Bath/heba in the New Jeruſalem, no 
Temprter in Heaven : there is Fceedome from all Feares 2nd D'- 
ſtraftions,from all Diltucbances and Moleſtations, from all Sin, 
and from all Enticements and Frovocations to Sinne : Bl: ſed 
are they that die in the Lord, they reſt from this labour of tem- 
peations, 

4 And laſtly, They reſt from the labour of their particular Cal. 
ling and Vocation, which is toilſome and croubicſome, ever ſince 
God paſt this doom upon man for his offence in Paradiſe, 1: the 


Wat of thy Browes foalt thox eat Bread, Indeed, Man n__ 
ltats 


l, 
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Reward in Heaven, 57 


tlate of innocency,was not excaſed from [abour : Paradiſe, which 
was Adams Store-houſe, was his Work-houſe too ; God put y | 
him into the Garden, not to (l-ep in thoſe ſweet Bowers, not to 
ſpend his rime iciy in thoſe pleaſant Walks, but to dreſſe and keep Gen 2.15, 
it (#t oporaretay ) that he might work and labour in it, onely here 74g: ts, 
is the difference, Labour then was a Recreation to the mind, and 
now it is an Affi;ion to the body. 
Now the Husbasndrman rifcs early, and reſts late; now the L1- 
bourec b:ares the burden of the day, the Marriner is expoſed to 
the ſtormy wind and tempeſt, the Souldier endures hardſhip,the 
Miniſter works in the Vine-yard, and watches the Flock day 4 
ard night ; an goers ot out to bis labour to the Evening, every p;,1 .. 4.2 6 
one is imploye! in the work of his calling. ”"* | 
But then after D:ath, comes the Reſt from this Labour, then 
the Husbandm:n g-es his Harveſt, the Labourer his Peany, che 
Marriner his Haven, the Sou'dier his Pay, and the Miniftcr his 
Crowne, hs Reward in Heaven, This is the work of God in the 
ordinary courſe of his Pcovidence, to crown his Servants labours 
with a comfortable iflus, 7acob may endure the heat of the day, 
and che froſt of the night, at laſt he comes to his Reſt, to receive 9 
his Wages and enjoy his b:aucifull Rachel. 1/rerl may have many 
a weary [tep in the W.Idernelle, at lalt they come to Cavaay, a 
Lxnd of Reſt: in a word, Gods people may endure the fix dates 
work of toyle and troud'e in this life, bur at [aft they ſhall cele- [- 
brate 2 pzrp-tuall S>bbach of glory is the world to come. So the 
Te xc. Bleſſed ave the dead, 8c, , 
The ſecond reaſon is [2id downe in the Jaft words of the Text, 
T hcir wor ks folleww them, therefore they are bleſied ; Tacir bappi- 
neile is not onely privative, confilting in a freedome from fiane 
and miſery, buc poſitive aiſo, in a poſſi (11 5n of all peace and glo- 
ry, in « conſummation of Grace, in z pzrf & fruition of God, | 
and a bl f-d communion w.th the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 4 
T beir Works follow them, not their works in kinde, but their Opera eor:8, "S 
works in ifjus and effeR, the fruits and reward of cheir works, mrcer operuny * 
the blc flings of God which lie in the promiſes to works of picty ; craic | 
and charity : Theſe follow ch:m to Hezven : Iadeed Faith [:ads T0 
the way, Eat mult be our Hatbinger co take up our lodging in 


the New Jeruſalem, that like the Starre in the Eaſt, lexdes us to 
C2 Beth» 
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The Sajxts Reſt, and 


to impriſon, no Hered to perſecute, there all Mourning Sonnets 
are turned to Marriage Songs, all the Vinegar of temporall 
Croſſes,to wine of eternal Conſolation:ſo much the Heathen man 
knowledged, ente ebitum neme felix, a man may be accounted 
proſperous and fortunate in this world , but he cannot be 
rruly happy till his end,accordiog to the voice in the Text, Bleſſed 
are the dead, &c. : 

3» They ch3t die in the Lord are bliſſed, becruſe they rclt from 
the Izbour of cemptation, While we 2bide in the Fl: ſh we are ſub 
jc& to manifo'd Temprations, from Satan, the World the Fle(b;” 
Temprations on the right hand in the P:caſures, and Profits, and 
Prefermerts of the World ; Temptations on the lefc hand io the 
Croſſes and Calamities o* the Worid. Here 7oſeph hath an en- 
ticirg Miſtriſs, and Sampſon a cunning Dalila, and David a faire 
Bathſp:ba. But what ſpeak Iof theſe ? Did not Adam finde x 
Serpent in Paradiſe ? And our Saviour a Tempter in the Wildcr- 
nefle? And if this Was done to rhe Green Tree, What ſhall be done 
70 the Drie ? How ſhall Chriſtizns avoid temptations, or over- 
come temptations, when Satan is ſo politique and pewerfull, 
watching all opportunities, and taking all advantages, and ſuiting 
his temptations according to their ſzverall diſpoſicions? He takes 
meaſure of the frame of Uur Spirits, and ſhipes his tempraticns 
accordingly : he had a wedge of Gold tor covetous Achar, a 
convenient Vineyard for greedy Ahab, x beautifull Tamar for 
laſcivious Ammon. Well may we pronounce the Saints departed 
in a bieſſcd and glorious condition, when they are reſcued from 
the paw of the roaring Lyon, when Zwcrfer, is caſt downe, never 
to be entertained againe, No (bcloved) there is no Serpent in 
the Spirituall Paradiſe, no Bathſheba in the New Jeruſalew, no 
Tempter in Heaven : there is Fceedome from all Feares .and Di- 
ſtraRtions,from all Diſtucbances and Moleſtations, from all Sin, 
and from all Enticements and Frovocations to Sinne : Bleſſed 
are they that die in the Lord, they relt from this labour of tem- 

ations, 

4. And laſtly, They reſt from the labour of their particular Cal. 
ling and Vocation, which is toilſome and troubleſome, ever ſince 
God paſt this doom upon man for his offence in Paradiſe, 1» the 

[Weat of thy Browes foalt thox eat Bread, Indeed, Man in the 
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{late of innocency,was not excuſed from [abour : Paradiſe, which 


was Adams Store-houſe, was his Work-houſe too ; God pur 
him into the Garden, nor to (l:ep in thoſe ſweet Bowers, not to 


ſpend his rime idly in thoſe pleaſant Walks, but to areſſe and keep Gen 2.15, 
it (#t operaretwr ) that he might work and labour in it, onely here 7s: lar. 


is the difference, Labour then was a Recreation to the mind, and 
now it is an Afﬀiition to the body. 

Now the Husbandman rifes early, and reſts late; now the L1- 
bourec b2ares the burden of the day, the Marriner is expoſed to 
the ſtormy wind and tempeſt, the Souldier endures hardſhip,the 
Miniſter works in the Vine-yard, and watches the Flock day 


and night ; Afar goes ont ont to beg daborr to the Evening, every Pakeogay x 


one is imployed in the work of his calling. 

But then after D:ath, comes the Reſt from this Labour, then 
the Husbandman g-es his Harveſt, the Labourer his Peany, che 
Marriner his Haven, the Sou'dier his Pay, and the Miniftcr his 
Crowne, hs Reward in Heaven, This is the work of God in the 
ordinary courſe of his Pcovidence, to crown his Servants labours 
with z comfortable ilue, 7acob may endure the heat of the day, 
and che froſt of che night, at laſt he comes to his Reſt, to receive 
his Wagcs and enjoy his beautifull Rachel. [reel may have many 
2 weary [ſtep in che W.Iderneſk, at lalt they come to Cavaay, a 
Land of Reſt: in a word, Gods people may endure the fix dates 
work of toyle and troub'e in this life, bur at [aft they ſhall cele- 

brate 2 pzrp:tuall Sabbach of glory in the world to come. So the 
Te xc, Bleſſed are the drad, &c, 

The ſecond reaſon is [2id downe in the laſt words of the Text, 
T hiir works follow them, therefore they are bleſſed ; Tacir bappi- 
neſſe is not onely privative, confilting io a freedome from finne 
and miſery, but poſitive alſo, in a poſi: n of all peace and glo- 
ry, in « conſummation of Grace, in 2 pzrf & fruition of God, 
and a bl 0-d communion w.th the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


T beir Works follow them, not their works in kinde, but their Opera corgy" 
works in ifſus and effeR, the fruits arid reward of their works, m'rcer operunyt | 
the bl. flings of God which lie in the promiſes co works of picty 9'* * 


and charity : Theſe follow ch: m to Heayen : Tadecd Faith [:ads 
the way, that mult be our Hatbinger to take up our lodging in 


the New Jeruſalem, that like the Starre in the Eaſt, le:des us to 
C2 Beth: 


and. 
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16 The Saints Reſt, and 
they are Our attendants to the Court and Kingdome of Glo- 
I}. 

Their works follow thera to bs recorded it Heaven,and rewar- 
ded in Heaven, 
&h £2, Recorded, #s the good ſervice which 2ord:cas did for the 
Kirg and Kingdome was writ in the Chronicles, and called to 
remembrance in an acceptable time : as the coats and garments 
which Dorcas made, were bruught forth afrer her death; fo ſhall 
the good huſwifery of the Saints, the good- ſervice they have 
done for Chriſt and his Church, be recorded in th: Chronicles 
of Heaven for their everlaſting honour ; good works-are ſo well 
pleaſing to God, as he will never forget them ; Chriſt will make 
2th. 25.35- mention of them at the Day of Judgement, 7 was hungry, and ye 
fed me; thirſty,and ye gave me drink, &c. 


as 9.39. 


of their aQs of charity, they bad clean forgotten 'what they had 
: done for Chrift, and for his Members. 
Verſe 337, They anſwered, When ſaw we thee an hungredor thirſty ? &c:; 
Well, ſaies Chriſt, if ye have forgotten your good works, I have 
.Caryll upon not, I have kept a perfeRt Regiſter :-Ic is our duty to remember 
bcg v.15. todo good, but let God alone ro remember the good we have 
done, He # not unrighteoms to forget our labonr of love. H:br, 
6.10. 

Then 2. Their works follow them to be rewarded in Heaven, 
and with Heaven, yet not for the meric of the works, for if God 
ſhould mark what is done amiſle in our ſacrifices, and belt per- 
formances, they wonld eeſt:fie againſt us. How then ? Through 

unerar mu- the mercy of God he crowns his owne graces, not our merits. 
ſue, non The Wages of Sinne # Death ; but riot the wages of Righteouſ- 
a votre. nefle is Eternall life, But the Free-grace, gift of God is Eternall 
life. 

Thus far good works are neceſſary to Salvation, as the way to 
the Kingdome, not as the cauſe of raigning ; We cannot be (a+ 
ved without good works, becauſe our Faith is dead,our Calling is 
fruitieſſe without holineſfſe of life ; yet we cannot be ſaved by 
good works as 2 meritorious cauſe. 

- I. Becauſe they are not our owne. 


m, 6, ul, 


Bethleaw, where Chriſt is., but then good works follow after, | 


You (ball finde there the ſervants of God had kept no record 


. 2, They #t6 not abſolutely good. . 3. They. 
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3. They are due to God, and there is no proportion betweene 
them and the Reward in Heaven, We are juſt fied by Faith in 
the Blood of Chriſt, but good works declare our jult fication,and 
g'Ve infallible celtimony of the goodnefſe and excellency of our ip 
faith. X 4 

7deth alone cut off Holeferne's bead; (he went in filt, and 5,401, . KY 
commanded all her attendants to ftand without : but when the ”" 
Deed was:done, the whole company came in, and ſtood about : 
her. So Faith »lone (with 7adethb) breaks the Ice, enters firſt, 2 
and cuts off Holofernes his head, grapples with, and conquers S1- þe 
tan, apprehends and applies the mercy of God, and the merit of | 
Chrift , By Grace ye are ſaved.” But the good works come in as Epheſ, a, 8, "! 
Faith's attendants, to declare that the deed is done, that the Ser- # 
p:nts head is broken, Satan varquſhed, and Heaven gate ſet F 
wide open to entertaine B:ltevers. All which is anſwerable ro 4 
this pailage in the Text, 7 hey that die in the Lord are bleſſed, for. y 
their Works follow them. Faith went before, and theſe follow af+ ' 
ter £o be recorded and rewarded in Heaven, 


So much by way of Exylication and Confirmation : -it remains FY 
now, that we come to the Uſz and Applicat:.on, From this hea-- p 
ven'y Fountain we may derive ſeveral Streams of divine inſtrufi. 14.54 
on, As, jf 

F:cft, If che Saints departed, reft, &c. from hence we may UT 

& 


conclude, there is no piace of paine or puniſhment fur the righte- 


ous inthe world to come. This DoQRcine quenchis the fice of $9 .} 
Purgatory : there is no room. for that heatheniſh opinion in this - ? Fs 
T: xt. | ay 


The good Thief went immedirtcly from the Croſie to Parad*(e, 
Lazarw immediately from the Rich mans Gateto Abrahams 
Boſome : Bleſſed are the dead, they reſt; they that d:e in the Lord 
have no more to ſuffer, they have nothing to doe but to receive 
their R. ward, , 

A double Purgatory we have upon Earth, One in the Blood of 21. 13.1. ? FT 
Chriſt, which is che Fon1raine op:ned co waſh away the guilt of x John, 7,-. f *) 
j 
t 
i 
#t 


Sinne : Another in Af &.on, which is a meanes (through Ver- 

tu: in that Blood) to cleanſe us from the pollution of Sine ; bur, Dan. 1.37. . 
for a Purgatoryaſrer d-ath , a third p'2ce from Heaven, and 

Hell,is that which neichzr 22/5 nor the Prophe:s, neith:r Cheult, 

C2 nor 
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nor his Apoſtles, ever mentioned; Indeed, the Scripture is 
clcare for x plact of torment for the wicked, 7 ophet is prepared 
of oid, When Lazarus was catled to Triumph in Heaven, the 
Rich man was dragged co Torment in Hell, The Hypocrites 
hav: their reward (ſaith our Saviour) they have their Portion in 
this life, they have their Heaven here, and therefore are ſure of a 
Hell hereatcer : for, 4+ 4 man lives, ſo commonly be airs ; and as 
Eccl (.11.3: he dies, ſo certainly he lives in the world to come, As the Tree 
falls ſo it lirs, to the North, or to the Sow:'h, Heaven-wards, or 
Hell-wards : As Death leaves 14, Fudgement finder 9s, Andif 
they onely zre bleſſed which die in the Lord, it mult follow (by 
the rule of contr aries) that their condition is fearefull who die in 
their ſinnes, in a (tate of impenicency 3nd undelief, without godly 
\>rcow in their hearts for ſinne, without intereſt in the blood of 
Chriſt by Faith, This arrow wounded D.vids heart to the pur- 
Plu impiz'quz POfe, to conſider his ſon Abſclon died with all his finnes about 
rebellk offl xt , hiry, in bis rebellion againſt God, ard his Anointed. This drove 
&c.A ug. him into ſuch a ſtrarge paſſion , «s it is hard to diſcover whether 
his love was more naturzi}, or c:rnall, or ſpirituall, Oh my Sor 
2 Sam! 18,33. « Fbſalom, Wouls God I hat died for ther, &c. 

And indeed it is a wofall thing for a man to have his Lump 
out when the B:idegroome comes, for a man to die unreconci- 
led ro God, if we conſider that after death there is no hop: of re. 
conciiiacion with God. 1/Li!e there 7s Life there i Hope; but after 
O-ath comes Judgemenr,after Judy-racnt Sentence, & atter Sen» 
cence Ex cutton ; no hope ora m:-:utes Reprieve, no parlying 
with the Judge, or pl-ad:ng for Mercy, Itis then too late 
to cry, Lord, Lord, optn, to0 late to knock at Heaven gate 
for mercy ; too lair ro wring the Hands and bewaile former 
ſianes. Truly the anſwer will be cold and comfortleſſe : Depare 
from me, / k0W you net, There was a time when R5:bard the third 
of that name, King of £:glava, ciizd out, eA Kingdome for 4 
Horſe, a Kingdoms for a Horſe : in the ſame language may a wi 
k-d man cric Our at the day of Judgement, A Kingdom for a goed 
Conſcience, a Kingdome for a drop of Mevcy, for ay hour of Repens- 
tarce and Reconeiliation, Bu: alas, then the Tide is pat, and the 
Market is over, This Life is the time of R-pertance, this is our 
working-day for Heaven ; now the doore of the Ark is open, 


W 
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now Salvation is tendered ; behold now is the accepted Time, > Gor. 62+ 
now is the day of Salvation : I but the Morning comes, and a'ſo 
the Night, if ye will enquire : erquire, returne, come. Iſa,21.13, 
I find ewo Reaſons rendred by D vines for our Saviours filence 
before Herod, He anſwered the H gh Prie!?, 2nd he ar ſvered Pi- x. 17.9 - 
late, but he would not ſpeak a word to Herod, Firſt, Herod had = | 
taken away his voice, and therefore how ſhould he ſpeak ? He 
had beheaded Fohn B.iprift, who was the voice of one crying in | 
the Wilderneſſe, Prepare ye the way of the Lord. The ſecond is yah =; 
more ſubſtantial), Chrilt would nur ſpeak ro Hered, becauſe he - 
would thereby reprove his wilfull ignorance, and damnable 


careleſnefle : he had lived a great while where Chriſt abode, (1 
where his Oracles and Miracles were knowa, and yct he had ne. bl 
ver ſeen his Perſon, or heard his Szrmons. Now (beloved) if #1 
we n:gleRt precious opportunities of Mzrcy, and ſeaſons of 
Grace, if we be not acquainted with Chrilt now he lives in our 4 
Coalts, and knocks at our D ores, ſuch a dreadfull time will 1 


come, when Chriſt will nor ſp:2k « word to us, not one word of F 

comfort to us in our greatclt diltreſſe; that voice of Wiſdame | 
juſtifies what I ſay, Thin ſal they call upon me, but [Will rot an- P,oy1.28, 
{wer ; they ſhall ſerk me early, but ſhall net finde me, Then; When ? X 

when your feare cometh as Deſolation, ard yonr deſtiruflion as a Veiſer7, 
whirlwind, Well, Woat's the rezfur Wiſdome will not »n{wer ? 
Becanſe | called and ye refuſed Iſtretched out my band and no man Verſe 244 þ 
regarded. There 1s no reconciliation, 2, No hope eirher of Mi- 
tivation or R:demptior, Eaſe or End: th:ec is both Extremity 
and Erernity of pun'{hnmeat for the Wicked after D-ath, ex-rc- of 
micy of Hat, Fire and Brimſtone, and Soule-tormenting fire is | 


their Portion,*x:remity of C-Id {as fom: think}5y gauſhi g of f 
Teeth,then all the V:iois will be pour-d our, Wrath, and Curic, & 4 
V-ngeance, and all, without any p-f113 ley of refre ſhm-nt;"there i 
is no Light in the land of utter Dackn N*,n»H513y in the rexring Fd 
Lion, not 2 drop of Water in Hci! ro coole a ſcorched Torgu  Lu.16,2 4,1 0 

Laſtly, Ecernity of puniſhmenr, There is a great Gulf tixc b: - &c. rl 


tween Heaven and Hell : he that would come from below can- Verſe 26. 7 
not : there is an irreverſibie decree for eternity of jy in Hea- Im=utabile pf 
vzn, and torment in Heil: the Fice is arqueachable, tix: Wo: m? —_ w q 
quam tranfuret a flatu damnato. um 4d term fedeliuh, * 
13 4 
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is ever gnawing, and never G6ying, the Deſtrufion perpetuall 
Canfuſion, the wicked ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting de- 
ſtruRion from the preſence of God, and from the glory of his 
Power, 

O1 conſider this, ye that forget God, ye that h:zard the loſs 
of eternall reſt and happineſle, for the pleaſures of finne, which 
are butfor x ſzaſon : What will ye do in the day of v (iration ? 
What Will it profit you to gaine the Whole World and loſe your own 
Soul? What will it profic you toget the Vineyard, and the 
Vergeance of God with it? Toget che Talents and the Lepco- 
Gi ?to have a Crowne on your head, and a Curſe in your heart ? 
To ſwim in a p'eaſant Stream of outward glory and proſperity 
for za Moment, and chen'co frie in H-Il! fire for Evermore > Thus 
will be the condition of every one that dies in his finne, unrecon. 
ciled to God : and that is the firſt uſe of the poine, There is nei- 
cher Purgatory for the rigtteous,nor Paradiſe tor the wicked in 
the world to come, 

The ſecond uſe is for comfort to all the faithfull Servants of 


God. If the Saints departed relt from their Labours, here is then 


comfort in the General] agiirſt all croſſes and calamitics in che 
world, and in Particular againlt che feare of our owne dezth, or 
the death of fricr.ds, 

Firſt, Ag1inſt the croſſes and calamities in the world, This 
ſwcetned the bitterneile of Moſes his 3ffl Atinn, he efte: m:d the 
reproach of Chrilt greater riches than"che Treaſures of Egypt : 
Upon what ground ? B cauſe he had reſpeR co the recomp-r ce 
of reward : his Eye, and H:art, and Hops was in Heaven, that 
carricd him through all c:lamitics with noſpeakab'e cheereful- 
nile, 

This ws the Cordis!l which held up the ſpirits of the fa'thſuil 
Hebrewes, they took joyfully rac ſpoyling of their goods, know- 
i:gchatin Heaven hey bad 2 bttcr, an enduring ſubſtarc>, 
They were content to excharge Exrth for H:aven, to Loſe ar 
firſt, and Win at laft, to loſ: a Counter and win a Crown : they 
koew Pleaſures above arc perpetuall, Towr joy can none take from 
Jon ; Riches above are urplancerable riches, There 0 Thief can 
break through and fleal. 

Yea farther, This was our bleſſed Saviours encouragement in 


2% 


his. 


) 
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his Agony, in all his heart-breakiog afflitions, namely, the Reſt 
" in Heaven, the gloriou; Crowne to be Received : He endured 
the Crofle, and deſpiſed the Shame, Why 2 Becauſe of the joy 
that was ſer before him : He look'd upon the Pr:z2, and there- Heb.1?.r, 
fore ran his Rice with Patience,though he ſweat drops of Blood 
before he came to the end, What ercourageth the weatherb. aten 
Marriner, but his hope of a ſafe Haibour and Haven, after all 
the dangerons Stormes and Tempefts > What encourageth the 
Traveller that hath ill Weather above his Head, and ill Way un- 
der his Feet, bu: the M:ditatioo of his comfortabie R:|t at 
Home, his good F.re, and waren Lodging at night ? What en- 
couraged 7acob to beare that hard Apprentiſh'/p under Laban 
for ſeven yeares, and ſ.yen yeares more, but hopes of erj"ying 
Rachel ? He er:dured the H- at of the day, and the Froſt of the 
nighe, becauſe he knew his Rach:/ wonld make amends for a!l ; Ge1.29,20, 
' he loved her, & therefore the T:me ſeemed to be but ſhore. The 
ſame ercouragements may all Chriſtians have in the midlt of 
their Afflitions ; they may have a rough Tide and a dargerous 
Voyage, but there is a ſafe Harbour and Hayzn of Reſt: they 
may have il] Weather, and ill way in their Journey, but their 
Home is Heaven, and there is a warm and welcome Lodging 
provided by their bleſſed Ha: binger, Chriſt Feſus: I go to prepare John 4, » 
a jlace for you. : 
They may mect with many Zabans upon earth, hard Appren- 
tiſh ps in this wor'd, yet their comfort 1s, there is a Rache/to 


, receive, Chr it ard his Kirgdome to enjoy, Brace, and Glory, 


and Reſt ro poſſcile for*ever in Heaver, and this will make 
amends for all, 

There is an overficowing Fountain of comfort in that paſſage 
of the Apoſtle, and it ſprings from the ſame ground with this in 
my Text. [ reckon, that the Sufferings of this preſent time, are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory that (hall be revea- 
led hereafcer, 

I reckon, I have caſt up the account, and conſidered ſcrioufly aoyi2opuar 
of the matter, ſummed up all the Suff:rings that can bs endured 
or imagined, remporail and ſpiritual, aud I finds they come in- 
fiaitely fac ſhort of that reſt and recomperce of the Saints in 
Heaven, I have put all the miſeries of this life in the balance, 

D and 
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ind'behold they are nothing to thar exceeding weight of glory 
which ſhaitbe revesled in Heaven, they are not worthy to be 
compared (to be named the fame day) with thoſe incompara* 
bl: ard uncenceivable comforts laid vp for the righteous in the 
Kingf ome of Glory, 

2. And more particularly, the Text ſpeaks comfort againſt 
the feare of Death, cuc owne death ; there is naturally in man 
an urwillngneſſe to die, and a feare of dezth : we would linger 
in Sodom, and live ill in Babylon, though in a (tate of Bondage ; 
Grace is ever Willing, bu: Nature is ever fearfull. ro die : 
Death is terrible! of all ter:jb/c things, according to the Philo- 
fopher. ard the King of Terrors, as Job cxpreſſeth it ; and there- 
for: the 2eſt of Gods Scrvants, Jeremiah, and Davidand Peter, 
and Cirilt himſelfe, as man, declares 2n uowillingneſſe to die, 
at leaſt a great ſadnefſe of ſpirit upon the approaches of death, 
A word of comfort will be very fe:ſonzble in this particular, 
which I wou!d commend to you under theſe two notions. 

1, Death cannot be an enemy to barm, 

2, Death mult be a Friend to help Believers, it cannot be an 
Enrmy, So farre that Promiſe reaches in the Goſpel, Nothing 
(hall by avy meanes brurt you, Dogs that have no teeth may Bark, 
but cannot Bice ; 8n4 Serpcnts that have no ſtings may His, but 
cannot Huit ; and Enemies that have no weapons may Rage 
and Threaten, but cannot-Wound and Deſtroy : So (beloved) 
Death once had th: eceth of a Blood-hound, but Chriſt hath 
broken them all to pieces;Death once had the Sting of a Serpent, 
but it is loſt in the $'de of Chriſt, in the Wounds of his heart ; 
Death once had a Weapon to deſtroy, but Chriſt hath diſarmed 
it : and what irfinite comfort is this to Bzlievers, to ſee Chriſt 
ride in Triumph, to ſee the. Captaine of thei Salvation bring in 
Death as a Pciſoner, and caprived Enemy, ſaying and ſinging 
with the Prophet, Death # ſwallowed up in Viltory : and with the 
Apoſtle, O Death, Where ts thy Sting ? O Grave, where 4 thy 
Villory ? The Fling of Death # Sinne, and: the ſtrength of Sinne i 
the Law : But thanks be to God, Who hath given us Viltory through 
Chriſt our Lord, 

2, Death mult be a friend to help us co help us to our Reſt m 
Heaven, Bleſſed are the dead, they re#t, 8&c, Death (like Lot's 
| Angels) 
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Angels) plucks us ont of the Sodows of fine and miſery , and 
xceth us in Zoar, x city of reſt, eranquility : like Peters Ange), 
& ſhak« s Off the Obaine of mortality, and opens the Iron pare, 
the are of Pearleinto the New Jeruſalem : like Lazar his 
Angel,it conduQts the Sonle from Errth to Abrahams boſoms, 
from this Vajc of Trares to the Kingdome of Giory. Moreover, 
as Death heſps us to our R:(ſo it is our R-Rt : Why ſhou!d we 
fearett? 
The Scripture termes it but a taking away of the Soule to 
Pence, a gathering to our People, 2 ſweet ſ1:ep of the Body. Owr John wu. 17, 
friend Laz1rus ſflvepeth, and the Patriarchs arefallen afleep, S. As 7,60, 


Stephen fell aſleep : our burying places are bat dormitories, ſlee- 4 
pi:g places. The righteous ts taken alvay from the Emil to come : Eſay 57.1, 2; | 
Ard he ſhall enter into peace, they ſhall veſÞ in their beds. Such n " o 
bleſſed Rrſt have the righecous in Deach; as our Savionr wepr, $ 
becauſe his friend Lazw ns was to be deprived of it : i is boch 7 


the Obſervation of an ancient Father, and the Reſolution of an g Fereme Tell 
ancient Council , concerning Chriſts weeping over Lazarms, Tor. Concil, © 
John 11.35. Deluit LYzarum, n9n dormientem, ſed reſurgentem, : 
Chriſt 4id not weep becauſe Lazirns was dead, and taken out fr 
of the world, but becauſe he was to returne from the Grave into 
a Troubleſome world aft-r he was gone to his R-t, I - 

It may be for the ſame reaſon, the Thracians of old ufed tola- pg uu. 
ment at the Birch of their children, but rejoice at their Funes qui orizs homi-t 
rail, num lugerent, " 
Thus much we miy learn from-their praftice (though we doe *:14/que cle 
not commend it) that wr have ſome (can'e to mcurne when os —_ -_— 
children are born; buf: they are born co finne, and brovght ceſur. 
forth in inquity ; and becul* they are caſt into a troubleſome 
Sea of m ſery, which they themſelves are in part ſeafible of, and 
therefore weep at their coming 1n, 

Yet have we this occaſion of r: joycing, even in the death and 
funerall of out Friends, becauſe they are paſt all the waves of 1 
Miſery, and arrived at the haven of heaven'y Reft and F-licity, '\ 
This brirgs me to the third 2nd taft fiream of comfort,zgain(t the 
death & departure of Friends. The time will come that we mu 
part with our //aace, our Bewjamines,nearelt Friends, 2nd deareft 
Comforts, Then remember my Text; It they die in the Lord, 
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take no care for them, they are bleſſed, they are at their reſt. 
Premifimns, non amiſimeus, They are not loſt, but laid up in hea- 
ven: when the Lord returned in mercy to Job, and was pleaſed 
to ſet him up the ſecond time, we finds that he doubled all his 
outward comforts,he gave him as many mor: Camels and Sheep, 
and Oxen, as he bad before;but he reſtored onely the ſame num- 
ber of children to him ; as will appeare by comparing. the firſt, 
and [alt Chapters of eb together, he gave him ſeven Sonnes, 
3nd three davgtters. ind the reaſon 1s renored by St. Augnſt, 
beczuſe his Sheep and Oxen were utterly conſumed, but his chil- 
dr::n were in the hand of God ; they were at reſt, though they 
ſuffcred.a ſudden and violent death, 
But forne will ſzy, how (hall we live when ftiends leave us, 
and Comforts faile us ; As 4maziah ſaid of the Talents, What 
ſhall I doe for the hnndred Talems? 1 anſwer ; though friends dee, 
yet the Redeemer lives ; if comforts faile, reſt upon Providence, 
rely upon the all-ſufhciency of God, the fare mercies of David; 
theo put 3 ur bonds in Su.t, the promiſes of the Goſpel), which 
are all, yea and Amen, That Promiſc in Hath. 6. 33. and that 
eſpecially, Hebr, 13. 5, He hath ſaid, I Will. never leave thee nor 
forſake thee, 
Then remember Davids experience, 1 have been young, and 
20w am old, yet I never ſaW the righteous forſakey. David had ob- 


ſerved much in his time, bue this he could never obſerve, -that + 


the righteous man was ever forſaken in affl ion. Minde the 
place well, he doth not ſ:y, 7 never ſaW the righteons in affiition ; 
but 7 never ſaW the righteors forſaken in affiitlion, in Poverty, in 
Piſgrace, in Baniſhmenr, Impriſonmene, &c, God hath ſup- 
plies and ſupports for his people in diſtreſſe; when Temporall 
comforts are abated, ſpitituall joyes abound; as our Saviour ſaid 
of his meat, ſo may we ſay of the Comforts of the godly, they, 
have Comforts which the world knowcs not of , and Comforts 
which the world cannot deprive them of. The teſtimony. of a 
good Conſcience, the Light of Gods countenance, the love of 
Chriſt, and the comforts of che Spirir, thcſe,like the tree at Ie» 
ribah,ſweetcn the bitter waters of all worldly Tribulations. 

But ſome will ſay, Shall we meet with our friends againe de- 
parted in the faith ? Yes, without peradvencuce, if we walk ia 


waycz. 


{ 
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wayes of obedience to the end. Ie was Devids comfort upon 
the death of his Child. While the child was living he faſtea and , $im.12.x7, 
wept, and lay wpon the ground; but when it was dead, he aroſe and 
anointed bimſclfe, and ate brea{: Hisreaſon is very (trong and 
convincing, 
T., An impoſlibility of recoverie, He ſpall not come to 
mee. 
2. An afſuaced hope of meetirg zgaine in Heaven, But 1 ſhall 
go to him : He (hall not come to me, that wouid be for his loſſe, 
£o part with his Reſt in H: aver, for a reltlefſe condition on 


Earth ; bur I (hail go to him, Thave not loſt him for ever, we q 
(hall meet egaine as comfortably as Facob and Fo/eph mer in 
Egypt ; meet againe in Heaven and never part, Now you id 
know it never troubles us to ſee the Sun (er, becauſe we know it ?, 
will riſe againe in the morning; it never troubles us to pare with k 
a:friend wh nhegresto bed, becauſe we hope to ke him sgaine 
in the mourning, Bzloved, tne cCeath of a Friend is but I1k- che x 
ſerting of the Sun, or the uncloath:oug oF a man when hc goes to ; 
bed, there will be a glorious appearing in the mornirg of the A 
RefucreAion, and therefore S. Paw/ condemres immoderate , Th,,17 
ſorrow for the dead, / wenld not have you fory, as thoſe that have  - 


ne hope : Nature will be forrowfull, but let Grace moderate the 
ſorrow, and keep it within the bounds of hope; and the ground 
of hope is ſet downe, Jf ye believe that Jeſns died, ani u viſen yt x 4. wt 
againe, even fo alſo thim that. ſliep in-Peſus, will Ged bring With 4 
him. 
I come now to the third and laſt uſe of Exhorration, to per- 
ſwade ws all to make preparation for death;it is nothing to know 
the Reward in Heaven, exccpt we dot the work on Earth; no» 
thing to wiſh to'die the death of the righteous, except we en- 
Ceavour to live: the life of the righieous; therefore, that we 
may be blefled in Iife and death, that we may live to the Lord, 
and dic i» the Lord, give me leavero commend ſomething to 
your corfideration, and ſomething to your care an. conſciom- w' 
ble przRiſe, To your conſideration : 14 
I. The certainty. of Death, j 
2, Uncertainty of the time of Death, | 
The certainty of Death from Gods doom, D»ft thou art &c+ Gen 3.19, 
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Gen.3.19. Dull thon ert ; there is wateria privia, the matter of which man 

| wes Compoſed; and Vnts duſt thou ſoult ;returs Re/0lntio in ma- 
16 iam pr imam,a relolution wto the fiift matter again, 

2 Sar 14,15 Irdecd there is a neceſlicy for death, {ince the Fall of man, yer 

| Hcb.g 27, rot ſuch a rec{flity as hach no Liw ; for there is plaine Statute 

| | forit; Stat«trrs eſt, &c, It is a ppointed to all men onceto Gic. 

Here I mult make anſwer to a double queſtion; 

\ x2. Whether the Law of mortality be naturall: 
| 2, Whether it be unives(all or nor, 

To the former, I anſwer negatively ; man was not made mor- 
tall, but made himſclfe immortall by his finne, Pelegine his Er- 
ror kath been condemned by Councells, end therefore 1 need not 
ſtand to confute it, That man died nature neceſſitate, 101 peccats 
merito, by a neceſſity of Nature, not by a penalty for Sin, This 
DoArine wou!d bring the wiſdome of God in queſtion, pre. 
ſcribing a Law of mortality, after he had created man mortal). 

2, It would bring the juſtice of God in queſtion, to puniſh 
with death where no offence is committed, Every penal:y is for 

1 ren eoft> (00 INquity: This is therefore the concluſion of all Octho. 
thn” dox D.vines, Non expcliandns (or pore , ſed ſuperveſtiendus im- 
culpem. Aquin, wor/alite, There had bin no ſeparation of the body from the ſoul 
by death, had there not been a ſeparation of the ſoul from God 
by finne : a poſſibility to die, is from Nature, a neecflity to die 
is from Sinn, and an impoſſibility to die is from Grace, The 
Wages of Sin u Death. Rom, 6. lt, 
To the ſecond queſtion, I aniwer » firmatively, The Law of 
Mortality is univeiſall, Though the Scripture mentions ſome 
that have not dicd, as Enoch and Zlias : their tranſlation may 
reach us, thar God my mezke an exception to a generall rul.;, he 
can and will diſpenſe with that Law, whereof himſelfe is the 
ſole and mediate Au:hor, as he did with the Morall law,in ſome 
caſes with the fixth commandement, They (halt ot kill, when 'he 
commended Abraham to facrifice his Son: and with the eighth 
Commandcment, T how ſhalt not teale, when he commanded the 
Iſraclites to ſpoyle the Egyptiars, God is free, and an indepen- 
dent Agent ; hc doth not binde himſelfe, when 'he bindes his 
people ; his Prerogative is above the Law, bis Mercy is over all 
his Works : As the Judge may paſſe Sentence and yet reprieve 


Reward in Heavey, 
the MalefsAor, fo God may condemne the race and generation 
of Mankinde to be hiable to death, and yet may ſend his royall 
Diſp:nſation, his gracious pardon for any one in particular, 
Who can ſay unto him, hit dorft then ? 

2. Though the Scripture mention ſome that ſhall not die, as 
they that (hz) b: found alive at the coming of Chriſt to Judgs- 


ment, St. Paul tells us in plain termes, we ſhall not all ſleep, but x Cor.1s 57, 


We ſhall be changed : The meaning is, they. ſhall not ſo ſl:ep, 
z5 co continue in the [tate of the dead, but be changed in # mo- 
ment, in the ewinkling of an eye; yer ſuch a change, as they ſhall 


have a diffolution, and in the fame moment, a redineegration, an. Donne, in © 
real D-ath, and a reall reſurr:@ion, though no ſlzeping in the Plal.68.20, * 


Grave of Corruption, 

Well cher, Lee this conſid-ration of certainty of death, fink 
into your heacts, xnd take deep imprefſion, 2nd work your fpi- 
rits £0 a holy and heavenly frame. Plate once complain:d of 
the ergentines, Theſe men live (\ayes he) as if they ſhould never 
die. Truly many Chriſtians live ſo vainly, and wantonly, and 
wi:kedly, as if they ſhould never die, or be called ro account, as 
if D2ath were but a Scar crow,or Bugbeare, 2 printed Hell, 

You ſee one G:neration paſſiog, and another Generztion co= 
ming, one Friend and Neighbour drops into the Grave zftcr 2- 
nother, and when your turre ſh:}l be you know not : This you 
may be aſſuced of, Death will come certainly,und ic may be ſpzc- 
dily,it may be ſuddainly,,Yhat man z he that iveth,and ſhall not [re 
Death ? Plal. 59.48. 

Then againe, conſi.ler the uncertainty of the time of deat" : 
The rich man promiſed himf: Ife a certainty, ſurg a R quicm to 
his ſoule, as if God had ſraled him a Leaſe of his life tor many 


yeares, Soule take thine eaſe, thou haſt gords laid np for mary years. Luke 12. 


On (faith oor Saviour) Row this man fools himfſeif,he promiſeth 
many years, when he cannot a{fure himſelf of one moment : This 
night ſhall thy ſenle be required of thee : Vow know not What heur 
the Fudge will come : Town know not what oae day may bring farth : 
Many have gone well into the ft 1d,znd have bzen brought home 
in the Bzen ; Many have gone well co bed, and wakencd in the 
pargs of D:ath ; Many make bur a ſtep from the Cridle to the 
Grave, Lixe that creature, Ephemera, which lives bu: / cight 


hours : 
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Marrow,and their brea(ls full of Milk:I know it is the praftife of 
the world to procraltinate Rep.ntance, to defer Preparation for 
death to the very laſt of al', Preſſe this Enty, and many will an- 
ſwer with Felix, We will heare of this at a convenient ſeaſon, 


We willthink upon Death and Judgement at our Jeiſare : Oc 


with the 7eWes, The Time is not yet come : You tell us of pray. 
ing & repenticg, and pleading for mercy;bur che time is not yet 
come, we mult p'eaſe our phanſies, and pamp?r our luſts firſt, 
partake of the jollities and jocundities of the world fi:{t, we 
muſt have the Prcd gails ſpending time, before his repenting- 
time, we mult have Davids Pleaſure, and Davids Penance, we 
muſt have a little more Sleep, a little more S!umb:r,we will think 
upon Rep:ntance afterward. God is mercifull, and Ar What 
tzme ſoever a Sinxer repents, ke will put all bus wickedneſſe out of bis 
remembrance. Oh but conſider, you run upon a deſp-rate ha- 
zZird all cis while : Life is oncertaine, God may cur you off in 
che mieſt of your ſinnes, and then what will become of your 
ſoules ? It was a notable anſwer the widow Woman gave to 
Trajan the Emperour : She comes to him, and demands juſtice 
upon h:m that had ſliine her Son : Well, ayes the Emperour, 
I am n«-w upon my march, and when I come againe, thou ſhale 
have juſtice, Oh, bur, replyed the woman, What if my Lord ne- 
ver : 0:De aguine ? Sothere are many put off Repentance, and 
pr« pzration for 1--ath from youth to middle. age, from midd{e- 
aze co old zge : Why, what if old age never come ? Or, what 
if it doe come? Have you any afſurance of the means of grace, 
or a bleſſing upon the meanes ? God indeed hath promiſed par- 
don to the Penitent; but wherc hath he promiſed r: pentance to 
the Peccart ? Repentanceis the gift of God as well as Forgive- 
neſſe, 2nd rruly there is ro certainty of it, it is promiſed bur with 
2 peradventure, if God.peradventuce,will give chem rcpentance. 
God gv: one Sinner rep:ntarce at the hour of death (che good 
Thief on the croſs) lelt any (ſhould deſpzir; yet but one in all the 
Scripturr, 1:{t any ſhould preſume, as S; Ang. « xceilently. $9 
much as to your conlideration, 

2. And lalily, (and fo I ſhali draw to a concluſion) as to your 
care, and conſcionable praiſe; I bcſecch you imbrace and ime» 


prove { 


| 
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prove theſe few direRivns, in order to a pious Life,and a peace- 
able Death. 

Firſt, if you would live to the Lord, and dye in the Lord, 
I»bour for exemplary purity of life; Net every ove that ſaith, Mat. 7-37. 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdome, but 5s that doth the Will ; 
of the Father, *Tis not holinefle in Profefiion, bur holinefle in 
Converſation, PcaRticall holineſſe, thac mult carry it out at the 
day of Judgement, Bleſſed are the pure in heart, they ſhall ſee Vat. 5, 8. 
God, and bleſſed are they that doe the (ommandements, they ſpall | 
enter into the (ity, They are entituled to Heaven, they are qua- AeV25.14- 
lied for Heaven , they mult be pure Virgins that follow che 
Lamb, they mu't be cloathed in white Linnen, aad have robes 
waſhed in the blood of the Lamb, Solomon had two Altars, * 
one to ſacrifice B:alts on, another to burne Incenſe on, to teach 
us to goe to the outward Aitar : fir}, ſacrifice our Beaſts, mor- 

rifie our Corruptions, walks before God in Holineſſe and Righ- 
teouſneſſe of life, and then goe to the inner Altar, to off;r up 
eur Incenſe of everlaſting praiſe to God in H:aven. 

B2loved, holineſle of life is th: end of your Rederyption, 4 
a-d the ornament of your Profeſſion, and the way to Eternall 
. Saivation : be not deceiv2d, No wnrightious perſon ſhall enter into | _ | 
the King dome of God, Where chece 1s no Purity, 'there will be Gd . 
'no P:ace, no Grace, no Glory, no Holineſs, no Happineſſ ; 

marke that of David, He that ordereth bis Converſation right, to Phil, go. 23. 
him will I ſhew tht Salvatisn of God, He that orders his Cons. 
verſation right, chat is, by a right ru'e, the Word of Godin a 
righe manner, as becomes the Go'Þ 11 of Chriſt, and to a righe 
end, the advancement of Gods glory in workes of Piety and 
Charity ; To him Will I pew Salvation, he ſhall dye in the Lord, 
and rcft from all hu labowrs, 

Secondly, If you would hve to the Lord,znd dye in the Lord, 
g've the worid a biil of Divorcement, otherw.ſe it w || clip your 
Wings, and clog your Souls, and hinder your purſuit of Heaven ; 
there is nothing in all the world that is worthy of your affcAi- 
ons, nothing but what is tranſirory, and unſatisfaRory, and | 
therefore look on it and paſſe away. 

Gregory Naxianzen, ſpeakes of a Lind which had abundance OMe |. 
of curious Flowers in it, but no Corne for Bread to ſatisfic the i #70 
| E p:oples '| 
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peoples hunger , the works is very liks that Land, here are mt. 
ny Flowers, which may pleaſc our Sences and our Phancafies, but 
here is no Corne for Bread, no ſnb{tanciall ſatisfying comforts ; 
therefore the Prophet chides, hy doe you lay out your Money for 
that which 1s not Bread, and labour for that Which ſatufies not? 1 
man may drinke of Facob's well. but thac water will not quench 
bis chirſt, he may feed upon husks of worldly vanities, bur they 
will not fill his helly, The Bleed Trinity oncly can fill che Tri- 
angular heart of man, wy Grace is ſufficient, there is x tuffici- 
ency in Grace and Glory, but not in Wealth z2d Honour 
Heavens joyes are filling joyes, When [ awake 1 ſhall be ſatufied, 
and therefore doe not prize the Fi-(h-p3ts, ard ihe Cucombers 
of Egypt above the Milke and Honcy of Canaan; the rivers 
of Damaſcus, a*ov: the ftrexmes of Zordan ; the pleaſures of 
Mortality, above the treaſures of Eternity z but place your Af- 
fcRions upon right O5j:ARs, upon things above, and not on 
things below, As D:ath (ſhould be the SnbjeRt of your Medita- 
tion, ſo Heaven the Center of your AﬀeRions. Richard the 
h-{t, ſometimes King of Englend, gave charge that his bowells 
ſhould be buried at Charron, but his heart at Roay, the faithfu!! 
City, the City of his love : Tru'y the world deſerves but our 
walt parts, we miy bury our bowls in the Exrth, but our hearts 
ſhould be laid up in Heaven, the Royal City, the new Jeruſalem, 
there our Treaſure is, there (ſhou'!d our hearts be alſo ; our beſt 
comforts are in Hzaven, and our b:(t friends are in Heaven, and 
therefore ſhould our Converfation be in Heaven, our Traffique 
and Commerce in Heaven, this was the ground of the Apoſtles 
earneſt wiſh for diſſolution, 7 defire to be looſed, to be with Chrif, 
&c. it is a Mstzphor from Marciners,that are winde-bound in a 
forraigne Countrey, I deſire to loſe Anchor, I ſtay but for a 


winde that may wafe ms over into the Ifl: of Mercy, that I 


may be with Chriſt, enjoy the beatificial! Viſion, ſee my Saviour 
and live for ever with him that loved me, and love me fo dear. 
ly, as to ſhed his blood for my Redemprion, 

Thirdly, Bz provident for Eternity, you are Tenants at will, 
provide for your flitting, a& the parts of the wiſe Steward in 
the Goſpell, ro make fure of another houſe, before you be pur 
out of this. 

Moſt 


Moſt men have a forecaſt for the world, to- provide Feryell 

and Fodder in Suramer, Oh that we could learne this piece of $ 

Spirituall Hnsbandry, to forecaſt for Heaven, for the good of or 

the Soule, the one thing needfal}; Oh that we could in Hea!th, 

lay up thoughts for Sickneſſe, in the Summer of Proſpetity, pro« 

vide for a Winter of Adveifity ; that we conld in plentiſull 

years, lay in a ſtock of Grace, againſt a ſpending time of Sick. 

neſſe, DiſtraQion, Death and- Judge ment, Damaſcexe writes of 

a Countrey, where the people uſed to chuſ: their King common. 

ly out of the m-aneſt ſort of the People, and upon any diſlike 

would depoſe him, and baniſh him into an Iſland, where he was 

ro be fathiſhed co denth. One wiſe King ſent before-him grear 

ſore of Money and Proviſion into the 1{]1nd, ſo that when his 

time of baniſhment came, he was received with exceeding great 

joy and Triumph. Now the time is coming when we muſt be 

depoſcd from a]l worldly Honour, baniſhed by Death, wichour p 

any Proviſion with us. Naked we came, and naked ve muſt ve J9Þ. 1. 21:5. 

twrne, it will there ore be wiſdome in us to foreſee the danger, 

and provide for the Storme, to ſend ſomething before us to 

Heaven, to ſend our Prayers and Teares, our Faith and Obedi- 

ence, to ſend a good Conſcience before, and then after baniſh. 

ment from Earth, we (hall finde comfortable and plentifull en- 

' tectainment in Heaven, 4.And laſtly (fo I conclude. ) þ 
Pray for Patience, and Perſeveraricz to the end, how many uh 

with Dewas forſake Chriſt, and «cmbrace this preſent world ? ; Tim, 4.1. 

how many faint and tire in the race to Salvation, before they | 

come at the mark of Glory ? like the 1/-a:/ites, they come to 6 

Kadeſt, barnea , but come not to (aneaen, Whereas indeed 

the motion of piety ſhould be velocior in fine, quickeſt inthe end; _ _ 

we ſhould not contene our ſelves with Xoſes, to look intoTa- <= 4 

aan, by an outward Profeſſion, but with Zoſawuah, enter Cannan 1 

by p:aQice, and perſeverance in a holy Converſation, Some 

Philoſophers conceived the Sunule grew more and more 

D;vine towards the time of ics parting from the Body, it ſhould 

indeed be the Chriſtians prayer and care to grow in grace as he 

grows in y-ars,to bring up the belt wine at laft,to mend h's pace "p 

in his journey, and hold out to the end, like the ewo Milch {1 


Kine, which left their Calves behinde them, and went (till for- | 
E 2 ward, [4 


't 


4 


femin. x 


irifior. 


3 wo 


[Sam, 6.12; ward, till they came at Cates, that ſo his latter end may 


be better than his beginnivg, and the day of his Death be better 
than the day of bis Birth, | 

Some report of the Mole, that though he is blinde all her 
life, yet ſhe ſeems to open her eyes when ſhe is ready to dye ; I 
feare many of us are blinde in Soule for many yeares,we doe not 
remember our Creator in the dayes of our youth, we doe not 
preſent God with the fat of the Sacrifice, and the fi: lt fruits of 
our yeares, yet however when we came neare the borders of 

2ath, let us open the eyes of our Soules, and look np. to our 
Redeemer Chriſt Jeſus, that we may ſing old Simons Swan-like 
Song with cheerfulneſſe ; Lord les thy Servant depart Yn Peace, 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy Salvatios,that ſo afcer a Troubleſome 
Life, we may have a peaceable Death, and after Death a glocie 
ous reward of everlaſting reft in Heaven, according to this, voicc 
from Heaven] in the Text. Bleſſed are the dead Which dye in the 
Lerd,fer they reſt from their labours, and their Works felloWv them. 
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my felfe r:1to that ſad occaſion, which hath given my preſent 

, D ſconrſe this Mourning fuir. The occafion of our preſent 

mecting is to ſolemn ze che Funerall of chis deceaſed Gen- 

tlewoman, Mrs. A»ve TyrWhyte, to doe our lalt office co her 

body, by affording ie the benefic of a Chriſtian and come!y bu- 
rial}, 

Concerning whom, I might upon very good and warranteb'e 
grounds, enjarge my Diſcourſe in che deſcription of the b'efſed- 
neſfſe, both of her Life and Death, bur as the O-ator ſaid «54 
op eft verbs ? What need is there of wards, when her d:eds are 
fo manifeſt > What need I light the Candle of verbill Commen- 
dations, when the light of her R1-gious life ſhines ſo clearly be- 
fore your eyes, as you cannot but magnifts her vertuzs, and by 
that meanes glorifie your Father which 's in Heaven ? S. Origen 
re!ls us, onr Saviour refuſed co anſwer his accuſers in th: Go. 
ſp 11, beczuſe his workes did ſo pa/pably, and powerfully con- 
fuce chem : well might I be ſilent, and forb:are Funerail Com- 
mendations at this preſent, when ſh: being dead yer ſp:aketh; 
when the exefnplary Piety of her life is ſo famouſly knowa to all 
the world abont her. Yet in regard the Commemoration of her 
godly Life, and the preſervation of her Vertnes- ( che true re- 
l;ques of che Szines) for the view of Poſterity cannot chuſe but 
be a work acceptable to God, and profitzble to our lelves;; 2c- 
ceptable to God, who in her fame is chiefly honc ured , as the 
fole Author of every good and perfeft gift : ſo Nazianzen ſpake 
otice of Holy Athanaſius , by praiſing Athanaſons I praiſe Ver- 
rue it ſelfe ; and againe, by praiſing Vertue, I give gory to the 
God of Vertue, by whoſe grace alone, Man is made V: rtuous ; 
and then a worke profitable co our ſelves, becaufs commonly 
We. 


] Have now done with the Text, and now come to 2ddreſſe 


- a. 


Dan.z.27. 


we [:arne more by Patterns, than Precepts, The HMtories of 
Good mens lives, are our moſt thoice ard compendious inſtru. 
Rions, and teach us more in one exemplary line, than Precepts 
doe in whole Volumes. Upon theſe grounds I defire to build 
my foilgywirg D:ſcourſe, wherein my endeavour, ſhall be to ac- 
quaint; or rather reminde you of many memorable paſſages, 
worthy both of your Obſervation, and Imitation, in this religi- 
gious Gentlcwoman, 

Now my Text being a T« xt of Blefſedneſſe, we (hall corſiler 
the Bletledneſſe of her Life, and the Blefi:dnefle of her Death, 
for the Blefſedneſle of her Life, we may look npon her under a 
double Notion; 1. As ſhe (tood in relation co God, 2. In 
relzt:i0n to the world, | 

1, As (h: ſtood in relation to God, and here we may take 
notice of the Graces ſhe praR:ſed, and the Duties ſhe perform- 
cd. Firſt, the Graces ſh? praRtiſed, and of chem I might ſay 2s 
Leah of Gad, Behold a Troop : I could preſent you with a go!- 
den chaine, of ſupernaturali vertues, which (he ware to her 
dying day, and houre, 

The fiiſt '1nke in ehis golden chaine is her Faith, which was 
Orthodox: and Operative, Orthodox?, ſhe lived and dyed in 

the botoms of the Church, in the True Proteſtant Faith wherein 
(he was bred and borne, N:ither Worſhipping the Image of 
Baal, nor failing downe to the golden Calves ſer up ia Dan, 
and Bethil; neither leaning to Popery on the one hand, nor 
|:t:ing after novelties on the other, bur kept the good old way 
in the middle ; ſo ftzerirg her courſe by the compaſle of Scrip- 
ture, (ne ſailed ſafely b-rwren two Rocks to the Haven of her 
reſt, She walked in t%:© Furnzcz of the Churches Triall, ( likz 
the noble Jews at Babylon) without firgeirg her Garments, and 
caine forth at Jaſt without any ſmeil of fice,the leaſt ſmell of Fa- 
Rion or Superllition vpon her, 

2. Her Faith was operative, manifeſted in,and attended with 
2 gloric us Train of works of Obedience and Righreoulneſſe, 
She was a burning and 3 ſhining Lampe, a reall,not a verbal) pro- 
fefior. She wote her ſpitituz}l Garments in the oid f:ſhion, 
in Aarers faſhion with Bclls and Pomegranats, F x0. 28 3 4.Beils, 
2s the ſound of in O:thodoxz Faith in her profefſivv, and 
Pome. 


Ul 
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Pomegranates, as a ſweet perfume of godlinefſe in her Praftics 
and Converſation. Chrift was the foundation ſtone in the fabrick 
of her Faith,and works of Piety, and Charity, the ſuperftiuRure, 
the Top-ſtones in the Temple of the ho'y Ghoſt within her, 

2: A ſecond linke in this golden chaine, is her Patience, it 
pleaſ-d the Lord to bring her to the Crowne by the Croſſe, to 
bring her to Canear through the Wildernefſe of AM Aions and 
moleſtations in :hc world : But who ever heard her complaine 
againſt che Lord in the W:Idernefſe , or ctempe the Holy one, by 
murmuring as the Iſraelites did > W!.o ever knew her eirher cap- 
tivitzd by her Tafſion within, or cxtreamely caſt downe by any 
lofſe or crofſe without ? She wreftled with many difficulties,and 
calamitics but came off from all with a conquering Patience. 
This {according to the Patiofyphers) is the becter part of true 
fortitude, which conſiſts in ſurprizing the R:bellious pertwrbati. 


to overcorne our ſelves, we have Se/omons Opinion to back the 


Philoſophers and Poets, He that rultth his Spirit, ts better than Prov.16.z 2, 


be that raketh thr (ut, 

This Grace was not onely manifelt in her life, but continued 
in her ſickneſle, to death ie felfe : In all her extremity ſh: had 
recourſe to our Saviours pi:tern and praiſe, ſaying, as he in his 
Agony, Net My will, but Thy will be done ; an evid:nt teſtimo- 
ny, that ſhe was well pleaird wich the chaſtning of the Lord, 
ſubmitting cheerfuliy co his Will and Wiſdome in 3Jl her di- 
ftreſſe, Tons (hz was faithful in doing, and ſuffering alfo, unto 


death, and therefore we may be confident TChrilt hath enriched " 


her with a Crown of Life. 

In the third place, her Humility was remarkable, This was 
another Diamond in the crown of her praiſe, another Flower 
which flouriſh d in the garden of her hearc, Pride, that ir fiaun- 
ting Serpent, could finde no harbour in the Paradiſe of her 
Breaſt, Temptations ſhe might have from wocldly reſpeRt, as 
Davia had from the multitude of his people. 

Hiztkiah from the richneſle of his treafare ; fo ſh*, from 
the noble fame of her worthy Anceſtors. being deſcended from + 
one of the bel? Fimilies in Nottingham ſpire, and match d into 
one of the bclt Families in Lixcoln faire ; yet far (hz was from 


beirg.: 


- — . - 


Forticr eft, qui 

ſe, qua 1 qui 

' forr:ſſima, vin- * 
ons of grigfand znger in the mince, is the height of crae valour cx Mans, 


V2, 10, 


Iſa, 38 1.3 


q Prov. 31, 


Math.11.29- 


x Sam. 16.7- 


1 Sam.13.3- , 


Commemoratio funebris 


being puffed up with a vain glorious conceit of her ſelf in reſpe& 
of theſe outward conſiderations, but ever had regard to her fpi- 
ricuall priviledges, the ornament of the inward Man, to be cloa- 
rhed with a Garment of Mcekneſs, and graced with knots and 
ribbons of Humility (as ſome render that word in 1 Per.5.5. in 
this alſo) fol'owirg the footſteps, and writing afrer the copy of 
cur Savivur, Learn of me, for Iam lowlie and meeks, andye ſpall 
finde reſt to your ſeules, 


The fonrch link in the golden Chaine, is her Sincerity, and up-. 


rightneſs of heart; as ſhe was without gaule of Envy, to without 
guile cf Hypocriſte, Sincere, fine cera, all Honey, withour atiy 
Wox; z!| Gold, without any Drols, or counterfeit Mctall ; ary 
ſuperhciz\i Varniſh of D fſimulation in her words or aRion : 
Her Pr:Qiifſe was anſwerable ro her Prof: lion, and her life 
2greeable to her Faith : indeed her Body alwaies carried a ſweet 
preſence, yet her Beauty lay within, like tae Quzens Daughter,ſhe 
was all glorious within; her in-ſide was th: belt fide, her inward 
cloathing was of wrought Gold, and that is it which is moſt 
acceptable in the ſight of Gog ; he looks at the heart, his eyes of 
c bſervation ard +»ficRion, are upon the X athanaels, [/racl.trs, 
indced, in whom is no gu.le, 

This was a grennd of irfinite comfort to her ſpirit,in the time 
of her (icknefs, as it ws to Hezekiah, when a mifſage of Dzath 
was ferit hit, Remember Lord, howw 1 have walked before thee in 
truth, and with a perfet heart : ard te Samuel, when he made 
his laſt appeale, Y/hoſe Ox have I taken ? &c, The ſame m ght (he 
make to all che worid, F/ke/e Ox hate / taken ? &c, Whom he ve 
I defr2uded or oppreli:d, or impuveriſhed ? Witneſs 2guinlt we 
before the Lord, &c. 

I cou'd gather wary more Fowers ro make up the Garland 
of her p:aiſc, tut che time prevents me, and therefore I conclude 
this, with Solomons commendation of the good Hulwife, 212» 
Danghters have cone vertrucnſly, but thin excelleſ} them all, Thus 
I have done with the go!den chaine of ter Giaces, onely It ms 
intreac you to weare it for her ſake, for your owne ſake, for 
Chriſts ſake, that it may gos well with you, both in life and 
death, that you (with her) may live deſired, and die lamented, 
havirg the prayers of men in your life, and the praiſes of men 
When you 2re dead and gone, The 
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The next particular concernes the Duty ſhe performed, To 
name but ewo, Hearing and Praying, 

Hearing, you are witneſſes of her conſtant waiting at Wiſ- 
domes gate, and daily trending at the Poſts of theſe Doors,how 
ſhe wore the Threſhold of this Temple with her diligent feer, 
how (hz longed, with David, to dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
z|| the dayes of her life, znd how ſometimes ſhe would hazurd 
the health of her Body, rather than negleR the welfare of her 
Sou'e. And laſtly, when by indiſpoſition of h2alth (he could not 
feaſt with God 40 his Publique Ocdinances ; how carefull (hs 
was to m2ke uſe of that Proviſlon which (God had ſ:nt her at 
home, by hearing divine inftruRions, read to her by thoſe char 
were #boat her, | 

2. For Pcaying. it was her daily ſacrifice, and hourely 'mploy- 
ment, Thx paſſage in the Goſpel hath often pur me in minde 


of her : there we finds a Propheteſſe of the fame name, 1a, Luke :, 36, 37; 


in the ſame condition, a Widdow, much what .of the ſame age, 
Four ſcore and-four yeares, and of th- ſame devotion; ſh: de- 
parted not from the Temple, but ſerved God by faſting and 
prayer, night and day. It is well knowne what a great part of 
the day this religious G:ntlewoman ſpentin private devetions, 
during the time of her healeh; and in her fickneſle, it was her 
continuall exerciſe to call upon God for pardoning, and preſer- 


'ving mercies, which ſh« cheerefully pcriormed (while ſhe was 


able) with che outward exprefiion of the voice, and when che 
naturall ſtrength of che body decayed, (hz was (ll ready to pre. 
ſent the Lord with:the ſacrifice of her heart, us appzared by the 
frequent lifting up of her hands and eyes towards Heaven. In z 
word,ſhe delighted to ſing Hoſannaes by prayer on earth,& there. 
fore God bath caken her to ſing Allelnjahs of praiſe in Heaven, 
So much for the firſt particular,as ſhe (tood in relation roGod. 
2, The bleſſedneſle of her Ute is conſiderable, as ſhe ſtood in re- 
lation to the Wotld, Here indeed [ might mukiply particulars, 
2nd begin with her Piety (as Civilians call it ) ro her children, 
being religiouſly carefull co promote their intereſt, both in re- 
ference to this world, and that which is to come... Although, 


 through'ſomecroſs-afts of Providence, (h2 was diſappointed in 


her hopes of ſetling ſuch fortunss upon them as m'ght be «< xpe- 
F 


Red. 


Job 29.1516. 


Pial.112- 9. 


Eccle(.11.1,2 
Luke 1 2424, 
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Q:d from ſuch x .conſiderable eftate; yet was it her comfort, 
that (h: left them a preſent competency, with hopes of ſpeedy 
improv.ment, by the recovery of thoſe debts which (he had 
with much charge and trouble, long contended for ; ſpecially 
her hope was,God had eftatcd her children in Grace.given them 
2 portion of ſpirituzl| comforts, and therefore would deny them 
ſo much of the world, as ſhould make moſt for his owne glory, 
and their everlalting happineſs, according to our Saviours Pro- 
miſe, Math 6.23. 

In the vext place, we might conſider her Hoſpitality to 


firangers: Famous (hz was for good Houſe. keeping, for a free, 


and generous, and bountifull Entertainment. She was ſo much 
given to Hoſp:tality, as ſhe made her owne Houſe a Hoſpital! : 
thither came the Lame, and the Blinde, and the Diſeaſed, and 
thac without money, or money-worth, for the cure and :reco- 
very, She was indeed, Eyes to theb linde, and Feet to the 
lame : She was a Mother to the poore, and the cauſe ſhe knew 
not ſhe ſearched our, as that holy Man ſpeaks of himſelfe. This 
brings in her Charity to the Poore: S Paul ſets downe two 
charaRt:rs of the Widdow indeed, b:th remarkable in her, To 
leage Strargers, and to relieve the e#fflifted. 1 Tim, 5.10, How 
many Widdowes have been fultzin:d by her hberality, how 
many Fatherleis children have eaten bread ac her Doore, in her 
Houſe, at her Table, I need not tell you, but appeale to your 
owne experince. She heard the cry of the Fathierleſſe, and made 
the Widdowes heart to fing for joy, Job. 29 12,13» 

K. Zames's father was called the poor mans King, She might be 
call:d che poor mans Widdcow, ſhe diſperſ:d abrozd, and gave 
to the poor, ſhe gave a portion to Seven, and alſo to E:ght, (hs 
cal her Brcad upon the Waters, and, like the wiſe Steward in 
the Goſpe!, provided portions for the poore in due ſeaſon, 

What need [ mention her veracity, ker rea}l and true affcRion 
to her Friends, her zffability and bounty to her Servants and 
Tenants ; her reſpeRt and reverence to the Clergie, ating Mars 
tha's part, as well as Marie's; not onsly feafting her fou'z upon 
Chrilt in his DoQtine, bur alſo feaſtivg Chriſt in his Mcmbers, 
and Meſſengers, with x bountifull Hand, and a cheeriull Heart, 

Put all theſe rogether; and you will conclude her death to be 
2 
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2 great and generall loſe; not my loſſe, or yours, but the Coun- 
ercy's, the Kingdomes, the Churches loſſe, in whichevery one of 
us bzareth ſo great a (hare,as ouc Hearts, and Eyes,and Tongn:s, 
may well want Sighs, and Teares, and Words to exprefi2 our 
Grief, All cur hope is of another Phenix, that as one Star ſets, 
another will riſe, that they which come after her, will inheric 
her Vertues with her Lands, that ſo Camrirghew may till be fa- 
mous for the Praftice and Patronage_of Vertue- and Religion, 
for eminent works of Piety and Charity, though ſhe be dead and 

one. 
: Thus you have ſeen the coats and garments which our Dorcas 
made, when (he was alive : The blefednefſe of her life. But a 
word or two concerning the bleſſednefſe of her death,and I (hall 
conclude, 

There zre many ofthe Saints in theScrip:nre remarkably bleſſed 
in their deaths: I may fitly compare this Gentlewoman co three, 
eſp.cially of that noble Generation, e Abraham, Moſes, and 


Paul, Abraham died bleſſedly, He dicd in a good old age, an old g,.. ,.q 
man, axd full of dayes : But is there any bleſſedneſle in that? Yes, prov, 16. 31 


ſayes the Wiſe man, Gray haires are a croWre of honour, When they 
are found in a way of righteouſneſſe : and we know it was a curſe 
pronounced againft oid E/:;, That there ſhou'd not be an old Man 
Icftin his houſe, x Sar. 2.31. Thus our deceaſed Silter here died, 
with credit and comfort in a good old age, an old Woman, and 
full of day«s, an.o'd Chr.!tizn, an old D.ſciple,as as well an old 
Woman: ſhe Was fuil of Daies, and full of Grace, full of Faith 
and good Works, full of the fruits of Righteouſneſs, which made 
her to be a venerable ſpeRacle,beaurifu!l, .infinitely above all the 
com: linefſe of youth, She did much good upon Eixrth, and chere- 
fore God called her late © Heaven. She died the death of Abra- 
ham, 

2. She died the death of Aoſes :; He Gied leiſurely, God gave 
him notice of his journy before-hand, for his better preparation, 
Go up to the Mount and die: So departcd ſh: from the world,not 
before ſhe *xpeRed death, not before ſhe provided for death : 
God was plcaicd in{mercy to give her warni::g,before ſh» flitted, 
to ring her Paſſing-bell in her Soule many daies before (he died ; 
and whereas many are flattered with hopes of life, till the yery 
hour 


hour of death; yetſheweupons 
- firſt b of her fickngs:Dath 


in reſp:&@ Jn pet. preparation; he had ker Wedding- 
2arment op,und her Lamp trimmed with Faith 3nd a good Con« 
ſci-nce; ſhe was ready. far Death,und ripe for Ecernity: behold 
J (he is coming to the Grays, and (h: comes as a Shock of corne 
ll » 5.25. from the; ficld in due ſeaſon. V4 
3+ And laſtly. ſhe died the death of Pau!, not as Paw! by avio- 
it ſent Hand, but #5 Par/ with a withag Heart : I deſire (faryes be) 
Ws .. to be difſolvec, and to be 'with Ciuiſt ::. ſo (he wes a -voluntiere 
TSS i123. © in death ;Death was welcome to her, becauſe the World was a 
i. burden to her. Fa 3 word; ſhe was ſcafivlc of the labour of finns 
IH and ſorrow upon Exrth, and therefore earneſily d;ficed her reſi 
 . in Heaven;which reft (I. doubt not) but ſhe hath obtained.to hey 
Y endlefſs joy and comfort ;. She lived Conſcigrably,; died Com. 
fortably, ard now. rcigngs Gloriouſly.' We any b: confident, 
God bath (in.her) a Servant lee on Earth, and a Saivt more;in 
Heaycn. And berg we leave. her, and returnete our ſelves: 
Beſecchiog Almighty God,that ke would give us grace tofol. 
Jow the preciops example of her bleſſed life, that we may muke 
is our work and bufineſſe to live well, and die well ; to livets 
the-Lord in Holinefſe here, that we may live with the Lord in 
Happineſſe hereafter : Which mercy he vouchfaferh us, whs 
hath dearly bought us, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, To-whom, 
with the Facher,and the Holy Spirit, we aſcribe.all Henour,Glo- 
ry, and Dominion, now, and for evermore, Awe, 


by . Solt Deo, Laus omnes. 
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